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America Recycles Day is November 15, 2011. This year take advantage of nature’s way of 

recycling by composting! 

 

Yard trimmings and food waste make up approximately 27 percent of the waste stream in 

the United States. One way to keep this waste out of landfills is to start a compost pile. 

Home composting can turn yard and food waste into a usable product, known as humus or 

compost, and decrease the amount of waste entering our landfills. Finished compost can be 

used as a soil amendment, improving the soil’s physical condition and adding nutrients to 

the soil, and as a mulch. Composting can be done in a pile, bin, or pit. Composting bins can 

be purchased or made from materials, such as wire, wood, and masonry blocks.  

 

Any organic materials can be composted; however, some materials are easier and more 

desirable to work with than others. Items to include in your compost pile, bin, or pit include 

cardboard rolls, clean paper, coffee grounds and filters, cotton and wool rags, dryer and 

vacuum cleaner lint, eggshells, fireplace ashes, fruits and vegetables, grass clippings, hair 

and fur, hay and straw, houseplants, leaves, nut shells, sawdust, shredded newspaper, tea 

bags, wood chips, and yard trimmings. Items to avoid and NOT include in your compost 

pile, bin, or pit include black walnut tree leaves and twigs, coal or charcoal ash, dairy 

products, diseased or insect-ridden plants, fats, greases, oils, meats, fish bones, pet wastes, 

and yard trimmings treated with chemical pesticides.  

 

The breakdown of organic materials in a compost pile, bin, or pit is dependent on several 

factors. Oxygen and moisture are needed by microbes, such as bacteria and fungi, that break 

down the organic wastes. By turning the pile with a garden folk or rotating a bin, oxygen 

can be added. The moisture content of the pile should be about the same as a wrung out wet 

sponge. To check the moisture content, squeeze a handful 

of the materials being composted. Only a few drops of 

moisture should form. If the material is too dry, add 

water. If the material is too wet, add dry materials, such 

as dried leaves or newspaper. A carbon-to-nitrogen ratio 

of 30 parts carbon to one part nitrogen is ideal for 

efficient composting. Materials high in carbon, such as 

corn stalks, straw, newspaper, and pine needles, will 

decompose slower than materials high in nitrogen, such 

as vegetable and fruit scraps. Although calculations are 

available to determine carbon-to-nitrogen ratios, 

(Continued on page 7) 

America Recycles Day: Worm Composting 
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One of the highlights of my service 

on the KAEE board is participating in 

the KAEE board retreat after 

conference.  Here we get to know our 

new members and build our team to 

tackle new tasks.  This year we 

trekked down to Lake Cumberland, 

which was alive with beautiful fall 

colors. It was inspiring and hopefully 

the other board members left with as 

much energy and optimism toward 

our brand new Strategic Plan as I did.  

The strategic plan focuses on five 

goals and will cover a time span from 2012 through 2015. 

¶ Funding is always a part of life for a non-profit and we are no 

different.  Therefore, goal number one is to secure sustainable 

funding and operating practices in order to maintain a full time staff 

member and foster the growth of KAEE. 

¶ Giving children and adults the tools they need to make informed 

decisions about the environment is what environmental education is 

all about and sustainability is a key component of that education. 

Therefore, goal number two is to promote sustainability education as 

a component of environmental education. 

¶ Goal number three is pretty self-explanatory, so here it is. KAEE 

wants to become the provider of environmental education, training, 

resources and services. 

¶ KAEE also wants to expand its conference participation and reach to 

get more people involved in the world of environmental education. 

Therefore, goal number four is increase conference participation and 

reach. 

¶ For the fifth goal, KAEE will foster diversity within the organization 

and the field of environmental education. 

It’s a tall order of course, but I feel we can make great strides toward all of 

these goals throughout the year! 

 

I would be remiss if I didn’t take a few lines of the president’s pen to thank 

Ms. Amanda Patrick for all that she has done for environmental education in 

Kentucky.  As some of you know, Amanda is leaving her position at the 

National Fish Hatchery and will be heading to Harrisburg, Illinois to work 

with the National Forest Service. While we celebrate her new position at 

Shawnee National Forest, we also know that we are losing a gem. No one has 

brought more enthusiasm to her work than Amanda Patrick.  Those who 

know her can attest to her dedication to environmental education in the state 

of Kentucky.  She has promised to keep in touch and continue to participate 

in KAEE, for which we 

are grateful.  So 

Amanda, we wish you 

luck in the next leg of 

your life journey.  

You’re still our 

superstar! 

  

Presidentõs Pen KAEE  
 

Executive Director  

 
Ashley Hoffman– director@kaee.org  

(270) 214-0587 

 

Board of Directors  

 
Executive Committee  

 
President: John LeFevre, Department for Energy  

Development and Independence  

Vice President: Roberta Burnes, KY Division for Air 

Quality 

Secretary: Jean Clement, Russell County Middle School  

Treasurer: Jennifer Adler, Maysville Comm. College  

Past President: Joe Baust, Murray State University 

 

Seated Board Members through 2012  

 

Å Jimena Bertschi 

Å Eric Comley, University of Kentucky  

Å Ashley Osborne, University of Kentucky  

Å Debra Spillman, Mammoth Cave National Park  

Å Jill Stoltz, KY Division of Waste Management 

 

Seated Board Members through 2013  

 

Å Ashley Bowen, KY Division for Air Quality 

Å Angela Dossett, Transylvania University  

Å Danielle Hutchins, Nelson County Cooperative Ext. 

Å Jennifer Lynn, UK Cooperative Extension 

Å Elizabeth McNulty, KY Dept of Agriculture 

 

Advisory Board  

 

Å Cheryl Messenger, Mammoth Cave National Park  

Å Amanda Patrick, Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery 

 
Please send newsletter articles and photos to: 

  

Executive Director:  

 

Ashley Hoffman- director@kaee.org  

 

Membership Information:  

 
Visit the KAEE Web site at www.kaee.org or contact:  

 

KAEE  

PO Box 17494  

Louisville, KY 40217-0494  

 

KAEE is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization of teachers,  

non-formal educators, administrators, government and agency 

personnel, business and industry representatives, and private 

citizens interested in promoting environmental education.  

 

Visit us online at www.kaee.org  

mailto:director@KAEE.org
mailto:director@KAEE.org
http://www.KAEE.org
http://www.KAEE.org
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KAEE News 
KAEE Needs YOU! 

 

Interested in getting more involved with KAEE?  KAEE 

would like to increase our presence at local environmental 

events, conferences, and meetings. We are currently looking 

for ambassadors to serve as a liaison between KAEE and the 

community in which you live/work.  If you are interested in 

becoming an ambassador or serving on a committee, please 

contact Ashley Hoffman at director@kaee.org.   

 

On-line Membership Renewal 

 

Our strength as an organization comes from our dedicated and 

committed members. We are thankful for all you do for 

environmental education. If you missed the conference this 

year, you can keep your membership up to date by renewing 

on-line at www.kaee.org. If you prefer, you can print out a 

paper copy and mail your membership. 

 

Give the Gift of EE 
 

In the spirit of the holiday season, please consider supporting 

KAEE in our mission to build a sustainable environment 

through education.  Looking for the perfect gift for that person 

who seems to have everything? Make a donation for a family 

member or give a membership in the name of a friend. It's easy 

to make a tax-deductible donation and/or download a 

membership form at www.kaee.org. 
 

 

Professional Development  
 

Sharing Nature: An Educator's Week  ~ July 19-24 

 

Join environmental educators from around the country  for a 

dynamic and fun-filled residential program on Audubon's 

famed Hog Island, in the scenic mid-coast area of Maine.  

Designed for both science and non-science educators, this 

session will generate exciting ideas for creating and 

incorporating environmental education activities into your 

curriculum and teaching.  

 

There is a $50 Early Bird Discount for those registering by 

December 15, 2011.  Go to http://hogisland.audubon.org   for 

full details.   

 

 

Miscellaneous 
 

Roots & Shoots Curriculum-Based Service Learning 

Program 

 

Learn how to incorporate the Roots & Shoots Service Learning 

Program into your school day with curriculum-based lesson 

plans.  The lesson plans incorporate Dr. Jane Goodall’s 

Knowledge-Compassion-Action model for elementary, 

middle, and high school classes.  The lesson plans also 

include tools to help you manage the campaign portion of 

your project.   

 

For more information about Dr. Goodall and Roots & 

Shoots, please visit www.pearsonfoundation.org/janegoodall 

or contact Heather Greenwell, Regional Program 

Coordinator at hgreenwell@janegoodall.org.  

 

Corey Sperlingôs Great Childrenôs Nature Literature 

 

Visit this link for a list of some outstanding children’s nature 

books, as compiled by Corey Sperling, teacher-naturalist at 

NJ Audubon’s Plainsboro Preserve.  Corey has spent years 

assembling this evolving list.  Feel free to send him  your 

comments and suggestions!   

 

Click here to view the list: http://www.njaudubon.org/

Portals/10/Centers/Scherman/PDF/corey_sperling_list.pdf 

 

Kids Grow Kentucky 

 

Interested in involving your classroom in a “Right Brain 

Workshop” that will engage students and teachers in 

developing both creativity and capability?  Included in this 

workshop is a canoe trip where your students will learn the 

importance of outdoor activity to innovative energy.   

 

For more information on hosting a workshop in your 

classroom, contact Ed Councill at 

 kgk@kidsgrowkentucky.org. 

 

Online Environmental Education Courses at University 

of Wisconsinï Stevens Point 

 

Register now for courses beginning in January 2012.  There 

are a total of four online courses available.  Topics are 

“Environmental Education Theory & Practice”, “Applied 

Environmental Education Program Evaluation”, “Natural 

Resources Policy & the Legislative Process”, and 

“Advanced Oral Interpretation Materials”.  Scholarships are 

available.   

 

Please contact Katie Boseo at kboseo@uwsp.edu or by 

phone at (715) 346-4748.  Visit the UWSP website at 

www.uwsp.edu/cnr/graduate.aspx.   

 

Release of a Framework for Assessing Environmental 

LiteracyðIn Person and Online 
 

Join NAAEE for the roll-out of this new framework for 

assessing environmental literacy.  Mark your calendars for 

Thursday, December 1, 2011, 1:00-2:00 p.m. Eastern Time. 
 

To register, visit: www.naaee.net/framework.  

mailto:director@kaee.org
http://www.KAEE.org
http://www.kaee.org
http://hogisland.audubon.org
http://www.pearsonfoundation.org/janegoodall
mailto:hgreenwell@janegoodall.org
http://www.njaudubon.org/Portals/10/Centers/Scherman/PDF/corey_sperling_list.pdf
http://www.njaudubon.org/Portals/10/Centers/Scherman/PDF/corey_sperling_list.pdf
mailto:kgk@kidsgrowkentucky.org
mailto:kboseo@uwsp.edu
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/graduate.aspx
http://www.naaee.net/framework
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Board Changes and Appointments 
. 

The KAEE Executive 

Committee has appointed a 

new board member to serve a 

term ending in September 

2012: Jill Stoltz. 

 

Jill Hunter Stoltz has always 

loved the outdoors as a child 

and young adult. She became 

interested in environmental 

education while attending 

Madisonville Community 

College, where she was 

introduced to the Watershed 

Watch Program. 

 

She later had a summer 

internship with the Sierra Club Grizzly Bear campaign in 

Yellowstone National Park. She and three other college students 

drove into the park and set up an information table to educate 

park visitors about the Sierra Club’s concern of removing the 

Grizzly Bears from the endangered species list. 

 

For three summers she worked as a Science/Environmental 

summer instructor for the Madisonville Community College 

Upward Bound program. She prepared lesson plans and 

activities for high school students to simulate a college course.  

 

In 2005, she transferred to Eastern Kentucky University to 

complete her degree in Environmental Studies. She immediately 

began working with the Environmental Research Institute. 

Working with the institute involved assisting graduate students 

in field research activities, creating maps, providing water 

sampling workshops to other students and hosting the 

Sustainability Conference in 2008. While working for the 

institute, she presented her research projects at a number of 

conferences and events.  Through this employment and her 

studies at EKU, she received a scholarship from the Kentucky 

Water Resources  Research Institute to complete her bachelor’s 

degree. In 2008, she began working with the Division of Waste 

Management/ Underground Storage Tank Branch as an 

Environmental Technician I. She was promoted up to 

Environmental Technician III in 2011. She is now the 

environmental educator contact for the division. Since then, she 

has completed the Environmental Education Certification in 

2010 and occasionally attends workshops and teaches programs. 

 

Jill joined the KAEE board to attain leadership experience and 

to make connections with those who are actively educating. She 

will offer hard work, diverse experience and a unique position 

not completely in the “education” field. 

 

In addition to Jill, Joe Baust from Murray State University 
Center for Environmental Education has agreed to serve as 

acting past president.  We appreciate all that our Board Members 

do and welcome Joe and Jill to the KAEE board of directors! 

KAEEôs Diversity Initiative 
 

From inspiring keynote speakers to several engaging conference 

sessions, KAEE’s 2011 conference explored the theme of diversity 

and making EE accessible to everyone, everywhere.  Although 

Diversity Committee chair Jimmie Bertschi was unable to be at the 

conference, committee members invited conversation and input 

about the position statement and strategies in two separate ses-

sions. The responses we received will be used to help the commit-

tee prioritize its goals in coming months.   
 

The Diversity Committee’s Position Statement reads: 
 

KAEE values equity and celebrates diversity within KAEE and 

the field of environmental education. KAEE recognizes the im-

portance of the diverse values, interests, viewpoints, and needs 

of the communities which form the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

Hence, KAEE acknowledges its responsibility to actively foster 

diversity within the organization and the field of environmental 

education.  
 

Following the keynote by Dudley Edmondson on Friday night, 

the Diversity Committee hosted a reception.  Twelve strategies 

for increasing diversity were presented at the informal session, 

and KAEE members were invited to comment on and vote for 

their favorite strategies.  Based on the results, the top five 

strategies are listed below: 
 

Strategies for increasing diversity in KAEE and the EE field: 

· Have an organization that represents all of the communities 

that are part of the commonwealth.  (27 votes) 

· Appoint an advisor to the board whose focus is achieving  

 diversity.  (21 votes) 

· Develop relationships and partnerships with other  

 organizations to foster diversity.  (20 votes) 

· Pursue grant-funded programs that target diverse audiences.  

(17 votes) 

· Establish workshops and conference sessions that address the 

interests, values and needs of the community.  (15 votes) 
 

On Saturday, Elizabeth Schmitz and Roberta Burnes facilitated 

a session where members were asked three questions: 

· What does diversity mean to you? 

· Why is diversity important to KAEE? 

· Who should we reach out to in order to foster diversity in 

KAEE? 
 

The lively discussion that followed provided valuable insight 

from multiple perspectives, and more than 50 written comments 

were received and recorded to take back to the committee for 

evaluation.  We’ll keep you posted in future newsletters as our 

strategies evolve into action, to make sure that KAEE continues 

its good work to make EE for everyone, everywhere. 
 

Join the Diversity Committee!  If you would like to be a part of 

the conversation, we invite you to join the Diversity Commit-

tee.  The committee meets a few times a year and holds bi-

monthly conference calls.  To join or find out more, please 

email  Commit tee Chair  J immie Bertschi  at 

la_99m@yahoo.com . 

mailto:la_99m@yahoo.com
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2011 Conference Recap 

Each year the KAEE Board of Directors and membership move KAEE forward, 

while always building on the successes of the past 35 years. Recently, there have 

been several big steps moving us in a positive direction and allowing us to offer 

more services to our members and to the citizens of the Commonwealth. Indeed, the 

last few years with KAEE have been so active and progressive that we could em-

brace the motto: “Above and Beyond”. This year's conference certainly supported 

that sentiment! 
 

In honor of the 35th anniversary of KAEE, the 2011 conference celebrated its his-

tory at The Brown Hotel in Louisville. Conference goers enjoyed a beautiful setting 

and great food in a hotel recognized for its devotion to earth-friendly practices. 
 

Of course, the networking, teaching, and learning that takes place at each KAEE 

conference is what keeps people coming back. This year's conference had a great 

mix of offsite sessions showing that environmental education takes place every-

where, even in the middle of a city. Onsite sessions covered material relevant for all 

age groups, including sessions specifically encouraging our youngest members to 

participate. The number of session proposals was overwhelming and the available 

openings quickly filled up. Many thanks go out to all of the conference presenters 

who went above and beyond their normal duties to share their knowledge with the 

rest of us! 
 

Needless to say, our keynote speakers were inspirational leaders with positive, en-

couraging messages that had the audi-

ence excited to head back to their jobs 

and lives with renewed energy, focus, 

and hope. Dudley Edmondson's beau-

tiful pictures and stories allowed us to 

see the environmental education 

movement from perhaps a different angle than we've looked at it before. And Mamie 

Parker's own life story truly summed up what seemed to tie the weekend together. 

Young people who grow up in a family that spends time outdoors and appreciating 

nature grow up to be older people who spend time outdoors appreciating nature with 

their own families and friends. This simple fact can encourage us to continue on our 

paths providing opportunities and impetus for the citizens of Kentucky to spend time 

outdoors appreciating nature and becoming environmentally literate. 
 

Our conference sponsors and exhibitors increased their giving to more than double 

what they have been in recent years, with some sponsorships coming from new groups. 

Many of our regular supporters increased their giving this year; this is amazing as 

nearly everyone's budgets are taking a hit. We also received more silent auction dona-

tions than ever before! This generous giving is a testament to how important environ-

mental education is to each of us. Supporting the conference allows the conference to 

take place, of course, but the money is also used throughout the year to help us pay for 

an Executive Director’s salary, send out newsletters, provide professional develop-

ment, and more. And of course, it also allows the donor organizations to get their 

names out there and show how they are supporting environmental education in Ken-

tucky. So please, take another look at our sponsors (listed on page 6) and thank them 

for supporting us by frequenting their stores, using their products, attending their 

workshops, and saying good things about them to everyone you meet! 
 

The conference planning committee couldn't end this article without a very 

big, heart-felt “Thank You!” to the many volunteers who helped pull things 
together and pack things back up. For example, Annie Holt, who came to 

set up Lost River Cave and Valley's exhibit display on Thursday, saw that 

the conference committee had a hard job and she offered her help....staying 

as long as the rest of us that night. Another example is Jenny Howard, pre-

(Continued on page 6) 

Keynote speakers Dudley Edmondson and Mamie Parker 
at the 2011 KAEE conference in Louisville.  Photo  
courtesy of Debra Spillman. 

Presenter Doug McLaren  leads a session  on Exploring 
Nature with Young Children.   

Remember Mamie Parker's explanation 
behind the words:  
Row, row, row your boat 
Gently down the stream 
Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily 
Life is but a dream! 
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Rex McBride 
 

Rex McBride teaches the 

wonders of nature to 

elementary school students in 

Boone County, Kentucky.  He 

is the Program Assistant for 

Environmental Education with 

the county’s University of 

Ke n t u ck y  C oo pe ra t ive 

Extension Service. 

 

Rex plans and leads the fall 

overnight Environmental 

Camps at the North Central 4-

H Camp in Carlisle.  Many 

students who attend are from 

urban or suburban communities.  Rex loves opening children’s 

eyes to the natural world around them. 

 

Rex says, ñI was an intern for the camps in 2007.  Iôm very proud 

to have moved into a position where I organize the whole thing 
and see it to fruition.ò 

 
The 4-H camp’s environmental education director, Jennifer Lynn, 

praises Rex, ñ He has a degree in fish and wildlife management, 

with an easy, likeable manner with people, coupled with a natural 
aptitude for educating youth.  This makes Rex a very special 

environmental educator that we are lucky to have.ò 

 

Rex also teaches environmental education to school groups during 

spring day camps at the extension service’s new Nature & 

Environmental Center located in Union.  For example, he uses his 

own pet snakes and lizards to teach about the value of reptiles in 

an ecosystem. 

 

Rex developed his love of the outdoors growing up in rural 

southeast Ohio.  He recalls, ñI spent most summers as a kid in the 

woods behind my parentsô home. I can still find a random lean-to 

or platform in the trees where I had imagined being in the middle 
of the wilderness.  As a teenager, I worked on my neighborôs Black 

Angus cattle farm.ò 

 
Rex says, ñ I like being able to find 

things outside and know what they 
are, how they make their óliving,ô and 

how they interact with their 

surroundings.  I really enjoy sharing 
this knowledge with others.ò 

 

Outside of work, Rex spends his time 

with his wife Michelle and their 11-

month old son Logan.  Rex likes to 

fish and hike with his family.  He 

hopes that he and his family will one 

day hike the Appalachian Trail. 

 

vious President of KAEE who moved out of the state, but 

came back to see her friends at conference. You probably saw 

her watching the registration desk so the board members could 

attend some important sessions! If you'd like to help with next 

year's conference, contact co-chairs Melinda Wilder and 

Peggy Nims at conference@kaee.org or get involved with the 

KAEE ambassador's program! The KAEE board loves hard-

working volunteers! 

 

$1500+ 

- Kentucky Environmental Education Council 

- Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Inc.  

 

$500 

- Land Between the Lakes NRA 

- University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service - See 

Blue Go Green  

- Lost River Cave and Valley 

- Acorn Naturalists 

- Outdoor Photo Gear 
 

$100+ 

- Roundstone Seed 

- Barefoot Books 

- Blessed Earth   

- Kentucky University Partnership for Environmental Educa-

tion 

- Dropseed Nursery 

- American Cave Conservation Association  

- Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation District  

- Transit Authority of River City 
 

$50 

- Dept of Environmental Protection - Division of Compliance  

Assistance 

- Division of Water - Water Watch/Watershed Watch 

- Division for Air Quality 

- Kentucky Waterways Alliance  

- Kids GROW Kentucky  

- U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Wolf Creek National Fish 

Hatchery  

- University of Kentucky - Extension Hiking Series Program  

- University of Kentucky Environmental and Natural Resource 

Issues Task Force 

- Kentucky Department of Agriculture 

- Kentucky State Parks 

- Morehead State University – Center for Environmental  

Education 

- Kentucky Energy Efficiency Program for Schools 

- WKU Center for Environmental Education & Sustainability 

- Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest 

- Bluegrass PRIDE 

- Kentucky Sustainable Energy Alliance 

- 21st Century Parks 

(Continued from page 5) 

2011 Conference Recap  
(continued) 
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By Shannon R. Trimboli, Mammoth Cave National Park 

Often when people think about scientists studying wildlife or the 

environment, they picture the scientists working in pristine 

wildernesses or other relatively wild places. However as urban 

areas expand, scientists are beginning to recognize the importance 

of studying animals living in those areas. Urban ecology is a 

relatively new field of study, but already scientists are making 

some surprising discoveries. Sometimes urban animals behave 

similar to their rural counterparts, while other times urban and 

rural animals behave very differently. 

 

As environmental educators, one of our challenges is connecting 

an increasingly urbanized public with nature. Citizen science 

projects rooted in urban ecology provide one way of doing so. Not 

only do they help scientists learn more about urban environments, 

but they also help participants connect with the nature around 

them and realize that even small green spaces can provide 

important wildlife habitat. Celebrate Urban Birds (http://

www.birds.cornell.edu/celebration) is one such citizen science 

project. 

 

Celebrate Urban Birds focuses on 16 species of birds that can be 

found across most of the U.S. Participants begin by identifying an 

area approximately the size of half a basketball court where they 

will make their observations. This space can be a backyard, part of 

a park or greenway, a small grassy area at school, a vacant lot, or 

anywhere else that meets the size requirement. The participant 

then provides a detailed description of the location. 

 

The location description is designed to allow scientists to 

categorize the location’s degree of urbanization. By categorizing 

the degree of urbanization, people from major metropolitan areas 

like New York City as well as people from smaller towns like 

many of our Kentucky cities can participate. This allows more 

people to participate and allows scientists to look for differences 

that might occur across a gradient of “highly urban” to “not so 

urban” areas. 

 

After describing the location, the participant observes the area 

for 10 minutes and records the birds they see. Observations can 

be made year-round and as often as the participant would like to 

do so. Multiple people can observe the area together to increase 

the community aspect of the project. 

 

One of the interesting things about Celebrate Urban Birds is that 

it is a multi-faceted project. Celebrate Urban Birds gathers 

important scientific data, encourages participants to host 

community events celebrating birds, provides cultural exchange 

opportunities, and incorporates the arts by using birds for 

inspiration. 

 

Celebrate Urban Birds offers annual mini-grants for participants 

to organize and host community events. The deadline for 2011 

mini-grants is Dec. 15.  Everyone who applies for the grants, 

even those who do not win a grant, are sent a free packet of 

information designed to help the participants organize a 

community event. All materials associated with Celebrate Urban 

Birds are produced in both English and Spanish. 

 

Celebrate Urban Birds also provides the opportunity for 

participants in the U.S. to participate in online cultural 

exchanges focused on birds and the environment with families in 

Latin America. In addition, Celebrate Urban Birds uses the arts 

as a method of connecting people with birds and nature. 

 

://http(Visit the Celebrate Urban Birds website 

for additional information ) celebration/edu.cornell.birds.www

about the project or to order a free bilingual information packet. 

Celebrate Urban Birds! A Citizen Science Project Incorporating the Arts, Community 
Involvement, and Cultural Exchange Programs in Urban Areas 

America Recycles Day: Worm Composting 
(continued from page 1) 

composting does not have to be a difficult process. By simply 

mixing materials high in carbon with materials high in nitrogen, 

and supplying adequate oxygen and moisture, microbes will 

break down organic materials into compost. For more 

information on backyard composting contact your local 

Cooperative Extension Service Office. 

 

Reference:  

Fountain, William M., et. al. HO-75 Home Composting: A 

Guide to Managing Yard Waste. Available at http://

www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/ho/ho75/ho75.pdf (accessed 

September 20, 2011). University of Kentucky Cooperative 

Extension Service, Lexington, Kentucky. 

 

United States Environmental Protection Agency. 2011. Basic 

Information About Food Waste. Available at http://

www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/composting/index.htm (accessed 

September 20, 2011). US EPA: Washington, D.C. 

 

United States Environmental Protection Agency. 2011. 

Composting. Available at http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/

composting/index.htm (accessed September 20, 2011). US EPA: 

Washington, D.C. 

Photo courtesy of USFWS. 

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/celebration
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/celebration
http://www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/ho/ho75/ho75.pdf
http://www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/ho/ho75/ho75.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/composting/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/composting/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/composting/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/composting/index.htm
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KAEE Awards 
Winner, Outstanding Individual Award ð David Roberts 

 

David Roberts is currently in his 21st year of education and has just completed his fourth year of teaching 

at King Middle School in Mercer County as a 7th Grade Science teacher. Since joining Mercer County 

School System he has written and received a grant for $19,000 from the KY Division of Waste Manage-

ment to establish a district wide recycling program in both the Mercer County School System and Burgin 

Independent. He has worked closely with Bluegrass Pride for over six years on many classroom activities, 

attending Pride's Energy Tour of Eastern Kentucky.  He is currently the Pride Coordinator for Mercer 

County. This past school year he established a Green Team at King Middle which was focused on the Ken-

tucky Green and Healthy Schools (KGHS) inventories. David attended the 2011 Summit for National En-

ergy Education Development (Project NEED) and KGHS, where King Middle School was recognized as a 

Candidate School for completing the Solid Waste and Energy inventories.  

 

Winner, Outstanding Program Award ð Fayette County Schools E=USE2 Program 
  

Fayette County Public Schools is dedicated to sustainability and energy efficiency. The E=USE2 program is designed to educate 

everyone about energy efficiency and conservation, and promote sustainable and energy efficient habits.  E=USE2 (Education 

leads to Understanding Sustainability, Energy and our Environment) is a program developed to educate building occupants and 

the community about sustainable habits and energy efficiency while using school facilities and learning labs. Each participating 

school creates an E=USE2 team that serves as Team Leader. Optional team members include an administrator and a community 

that consists of at least two students, a building support person (campus foreman or head custodian) for project planning, at least 

one parent, and a teacher sponsor. The E=USE2 Program Manual provides the framework and “how to” of the program. The 

E=USE2 program works in conjunction with Project NEED by using NEED energy kits and curricula and KGHS. E=USE2 is a 

Fayette County Board of Education approved program that provides students, administrators, faculty, staff and community part-

ners with guidance to help make informed decisions about sustainable practices and environmental efficiency for the well-being 

and benefit of the Lexington-Fayette County community. 

Winner, Outstanding Organization Award ð Fayette County Public Schools 
 

Fayette County Public Schools is comprised of 33 elementary schools, 12 middle schools, five high 

schools, two technical centers and four alternative programs. Their goal is to be a national leader in 

sustainability, energy and environmental education. Broadly, FCPS has nominated members from 

each area/department to serve on the first ever FCPS Sustainability Council. This Council meets 

monthly to write, revise and assess the FCPS Sustainability Plan that includes four main goals: 1. 

Make FCPS a national leader in environmental education, 2. Create green and healthy spaces inside 

and around their schools, 3. Eliminate chemicals that may adversely impact the health of students, 

faculty and staff and the air and water quality of the community, and 4. Better manage the school 

systems energy and water usage. 

 

FCPS encourages and promotes other initiatives like volunteer No Idling campaigns,  design and 

implementation of school rain  gardens, composting programs, community gardens, recycling and 

tree planting. FCPS is helping sponsor a Bluegrass Urban Tree Corps made up of FCPS junior and 

senior AP Environmental Science high school who receive training on site selection, identification and 

proper maintenance of trees before working with elementary school students of target urban 

schools whose campuses are void of healthy trees. FCPS high schools students also have the 

opportunity to serve on the inaugural Bluegrass Youth Sustainability Council.  

 

Photo courtesy of Deb Spillman. 

Tresine Logsdon accepts the 
Outstanding Program and Out-
standing Organization Awards.  
Photo courtesy of Deb Spillman. 
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Outdoor Photo Contest  
1st Place Winners 

Top left, submitted by Beth Covington, 1st Place in Kentucky Plants and Wildlife and Grand Prize Winner; top right, sub-

mitted by Sonya Wood Mahler, 1st Place EE in Action; bottom, submitted by Sonya Wood Mahler, 1st place in Kentucky 

Landscapes. 
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Cornerstones  
Telling the Story of KAEE  

by Sonya Wood Mahler  
KAEE Historian  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year the Kentucky Association for Environmental 
Education is celebrating 35 years of enthusiastic excel-
lence as an association. It is one of the oldest state EE as-
sociations in the country. But before most of us were born 
and while KAEE was still a twinkle in the eyes of Terry 
Wilson and Joe Baust, the roots of environmental educa-
tion were being set deep in this Kentucky soil. 
 
1940: The Kentucky Conservation Council encouraged 
state agencies to develop a curriculum guide for conserva-
tion education in public schools.  
 
1944: Kentuckyôs legislature enacted the Kentucky Con-
servation Education Statute, empowering the Department 
of Education to start offering conservation education.  
 
1946: The Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Re-
sources became involved in conservation education youth 
camping for 4 th, 5th, and 6th graders. 
 
1948: The Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Re-
sources began providing conservation education pro-
grams to 5th and 6th graders in Kentucky schools,  
where they were known as ñJunior Clubsò. 
 
1949: Camp John Currie, located on Kentucky Lake near 
Benton, Kentucky, opened its doors to campers, with pro-
grams in canoeing, archery, and hiking. 
 
1951: Camp Earl Wallace opened on Lake Cumberland 
near Monticello, Kentucky.  
 
1952: Kentuckyôs state parks began to build nature cen-
ters and hire park naturalists.  
 
1963: Tennessee Valley Authority started their environ-
mental education program and created Land Between The 
Lakes National Recreation Area. 
 

1969: Camp Robert C. Webb on Grayson Lake outside of 
Grayson, Kentucky opened. 
 
1970: The State Board of Education created an environ-
mental education program, bringing together elements 
of conservation education, outdoor education, and ecol-
ogy. 
 
1970: Kentucky hired its first environmental education 
official, Shaw Blankenship, and he initiated ñthe State 
Plan for Environmental Education Development.ò 
 
1972: The Kentucky legislature revised the Kentucky 
Conservation Statute to become the Environmental Edu-
cation Act, with programs mandated in Kentuckyôs 
schools. 
 
1972: Morehead State University became the first school 
in Kentucky to offer an undergraduate degree in Envi-
ronmental Studies. 
 
May 1976: The Kentucky Environmental Education 
Conference, organized by Peggy Hyland and Terry Wil-
son, was held at the King Center outside of Bardstown, 
Kentucky. Walter Jeske, EE pioneer and guest speaker, 
made the recommendation that Kentucky should form a 
statewide EE association. Shaw Blankenship called for a 
vote on the recommendation and it passed unanimously. 
 
July 1976: The Kentucky Association for Environmental 
Education was formally organized as a statewide associa-
tion of teachers, university professors, governmental 
agency representatives, industry officials, and private 
citizens. 
 
November 1976: The first full meeting of the KAEE 
steering committee was held. 
 
1976: Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) sponsored a 
Kentucky first: the Center for Environmental Education 
at Murray State University.  
 
1977: KAEE held its first conference at the University of 
Kentucky in Lexington.  Speakers were Stewart Udall & 
Steven Van Matre. 
 
1981: Kentucky hosted the NAAEE annual conference at 
Land Between The Lakes National Recreation Area and 
Kentucky Dam Village State Park. 
 
1986: KAEE joined NAAEE (the North American Asso-
ciation for Environmental Education) as the very first 
state affiliate. 
 
1989: KAEE published a report entitled  ñThis UnCom-
mon Opportunity:  An Environmentally Literate Ken-
tuckyò. As a result of this report, the Environmental 
Quality Commission  formed a special task force to study 
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Want to list your EE Events?  
 

Kentucky Association for Environmental Education (KAEE) 

is happy to provide timely announcements of your EE events 

in our monthly membership -only E -digest; submit your event 

information to E-

digest@kaee.org .   

 

As a partner with the 

Kentucky Environmental 

Education Council (KEEC), KAEE encourages you to use  

www.eeinkentucky.org  as a tool for helping people find 

places and events in KY as well as an aid to event planning 

for local organizations.    

the issue. 
 
1991: The position of Environmental Education Coordi-
nator  was abolished in the Kentucky Department of Edu-
cation. 
 
1993: The KAEE conference was held at Blackacre State 
Nature Preserve near Louisville. Conference participants 
ate cream of chicken soup the first day. It was so good it 
was reheated and served the second day. 55 people got 
food poisoning!  
 
1994: David Wicks received the NAAEE Presidentôs 
Award. David is co-director of the Center for Environ-
mental Education at the University of Louisville, a past -
president of NAAEE, and a three-time president of 
KAEE. 
 
1995 Jane Wilson was hired as Executive Director of the 
Kentucky Environmental Education Council (KEEC). 
Jane Wilson Eller continued to serve in this position un-
til she retired in 2010.  
 
1996: KAEE hired an Executive Director, Karen Reagor, 
for 10 hours a week. Due to a lack of funding, this posi-
tion was discontinued in 2002.  
 
1998: KEEC published Land, Legacy, and Learning. This 
was a master plan with 20 recommendations for improv-
ing Kentuckiansô environmental literacy. 
 
1998: Joe Baust became the director of the Center for 
Environmental Education at Murray State University.  
 
2001: KAEE was honored as Affiliate of the Year by 
NAAEE. 
 
January 2003: A task force of leaders in Kentuckyôs EE 
community designed a set of guidelines to make nonfor-
mal environmental educators even better! The voluntary 
nonformal EE certification program was born.  
 
June 2005: A KAEE leadership team (Mary Kate 
Dickerson, Rosetta Fackler, Joan Martin, and Julie Gee) 
attended a leadership clinic at the National Fish & Wild-
life Training Center and sponsored by the Environmental 
Education & Training Partnership (EETAP).  
 
October 2005: The KAEE board of directors developed 
KAEEôs first strategic plan. 
 
2006: Terry Wilson won the Walter E. Jeske Award, the 
highest honor bestowed on an individual in the field of 
environmental education, from NAAEE.  
 
2007: Joe Baust won the Walter E. Jeske Award from 
NAAEE. 
 

2007: The Kentucky Green & Healthy Schools program, a 
shared project of the Kentucky Environmental Education 
Council and the Kentucky Department of Education, was 
created. 
 
2008: The U.S. Green Building Council awarded Ken-
tucky Green & Healthy Schools the ñExcellence in Green 
Building Curriculumò Recognition Award. 
 
2009: The Kentucky Environmental Education Council 
certified its 100 th nonformal educator through the EE cer-
tification program.  
 
2009: Kentucky Questing, built on the 150-year-old Eng-
lish tradition of ñletter boxingò, was established to help 
families get outdoors and learn about Kentuckyôs natural 
and cultural heritage.  
 
February 2010: KEEC released Land, Literacy, and 
Learning III, the most recent plan for improving environ-
mental education throughout Kentucky.  
 
February 2010: Environmental literacy was included in 
the United States Department of Education budget for the 
very first time.  
 
Spring 2010: KAEE brought on board a new Executive 
Director  named Ashley Williams (now Ashley Hoffman).  
Ashleyôs background is in Wildlife Ecology with an em-
phasis in research and education. 
 
2011: The Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Re-
sources had 19 Conservation Education Program Leaders 
(CEPLs) teaching programs like Wildlife Habitat, Endan-
gered Species, and Firearm Safety in 850 of Kentuckyôs 
schools, public and private. 
 
If you have corrections to this timeline or events to add, 
please send them to me at sonyawood-
mahler@yahoo.com. 
 

mailto:E-digest@kaee.org
mailto:E-digest@kaee.org
http://www.eeinkentucky.org
mailto:sonyawoodmahler@yahoo.com
mailto:sonyawoodmahler@yahoo.com


 

Kentucky Association for Environmental Education 
PO Box 17494 
Louisville, KY 40217-0494 

Since 1976, the Kentucky Association for Environmental Education  

has worked to build a sustainable environment through education.  

Professional 
 

$30 _____ 

Retired 
 

$20 _____ 

Student 
 

$15 _____ 

Life 
 

$250 _____ 

Family (2 adults, 
same household) 
 

$50 _____ 

Institutional (agencies, 
schools, non-profit 
organizations) 
 

$100 _____ 

Corporate (business 
and industry) 
 

$300 _____ 

Special Gift 
for Legacy Fund 
 

$ _____ 

TOTAL enclosed  $ _____ 

   

Membership Level 

For an explanation of membership 
categories, visit our Web site at 

www.KAEE.org Membership runs from Oct 1 - Sept 30 
Has your membership expired?  

If so, please support KAEE and renew today! 

Membership Application 

Name _____________________________________________________ 
Affiliation ____________________________________________________ 

Work  Address ________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________  State ___  Zip ___________ 
County (work location) __________________________ 

Work Phone (day) _________________  Fax ____________________ 
Home  Address ________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________  State ___  Zip ___________ 
Home Phone _____________________ 

If applicable, with what grade or age group do you work? ______________  

 

EMAIL ADDRESS _________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to KAEE and mail to:  
KAEE  
PO Box 17494  
Louisville, KY 40217 -0494  

Ä I wish to receive the Newsletter via US mail.  
    We encourage members to receive the Newsletter electronically. 


