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Inside this issue:  

Development of the Kentucky Environmental Literacy Plan (KELP)  

A task force appointed by Commissioner Terry 

Holliday is in the process of developing a K-12 

Environmental Literacy Plan for Kentucky.  A 

working group that is a subset of the larger task 

force has been developing draft language for this 

plan, and a draft of the plan will be presented to the 

full Task Force in May.  KAEE has been actively 

involved in the working group meetings and KAEE 

members are involved in plan development in a 

number of ways.  For example, KAEE member and 

past-president Joe Baust recently held a focus group 

to seek input from in service K-12 classroom 

teachers on how the plan should incorporate the 

elements described below. 

 

Kentuckyôs plan will address seven distinct 

elements, which are listed in Elements 1-7 below. 

Environmental education has been shown to have a 

beneficial effect on student achievement and 

engagement in a variety of school settings.  An 

understanding of how students are learning about 

their environment is essential to guide the 

development of a plan that is truly responsive to 

the needs of Kentucky schools.  

   

  

(Continued on page 10) 

Elements of Kentuckyôs Environ-

mental Literacy Plan 

  

Element 1:  Specific content standards, con-

tent areas, and courses or subjects where 

instruction takes place. 

  

Element 2:  High school graduation re-

quirements will ensure that graduates are 

environmentally literate. 

  

Element 3:  Programs for professional de-

velopment of teachers to improve their en-

vironmental content knowledge, skill in 

teaching about environmental issues, and 

field-based pedagogical skills. 

  

Element 4:  How the environmental literacy 

of students will be measured. 

  

Element 5:  How the state education agency 

will implement the plan, including securing 

funding and other necessary support. 

  

Element 6:  How the state education agency 

will encourage school districts to ñgreenò 

the buildings and grounds. 

  

Element 7:  How the state education agency 

will encourage teachers and administrators 

to provide significant outdoor experiences 

for their students. 

Winter 2011  

KELP Task Force Members.  Pictured left to right: Phyllis 
Shuttleworth, assessment expert at the Kentucky Depart-

ment of Education, Elizabeth Schmitz, Executive Director of 

KEEC, and Melinda Wilder, KELP co-chair  

Show your support for this plan by joining 

the Kentucky Environmental Literacy Alli-

ance 
 

www.thekela.com 

http://www.thekela.com
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As I am sitting in my home 

office watching the snow fall 

once again, my thoughts turn to 

spring and the promise of 

renewal and more importantly, 

warmth. But then again, I have 

to remind myself to take 

pleasure in the season at hand 

and  be  aware  o f  the 

opportunities around me. Whether it is taking the time to 

look at a tiny snowflake to appreciate its intricate 

structure or happily observing a flock of robins that have 

reappeared, there is a lot to take in this time of year. In a 

time in which many of us would rather hibernate and 

disengage from our environment, I challenge you to go 

out and enjoy it. I also challenge you to engage the 

people around you. Talk to them about environmental 

education and get them involved in our organization.  

 

On another note, I would like to inform you of an 

exciting opportunity and one that is near and dear to my 

heart, the greening of schools. The Green and Healthy 

Schools campaign has been going strong for four years 

now. There are many ways that you can make your 

schools and classrooms environmentally friendly and a 

tool for environmental education. Recently, another tool 

has been added. High Schools across the Commonwealth 

have the opportunity to take part in the Bio-Fuels for 

Schools Program. This program, funded by 

TogetherGreen Conservation Leadership Program 

sponsored by Audubon and Toyota, will help equip 

schools with bio-fuel making equipment and the tools to 

help students understand pollution prevention and 

resource conservation. Visit their website to find out 

more and get involved.  Applications are due March 16, 

2011. Remember, there is always something exciting 

going on in environmental education.  All you have to do 

is look. 

Presidentõs Pen 
KAEE  

 
Executive Director  

 
Ashley Williams - Director@KAEE.org  
 

Board of Directors  

 
Executive Committee  

 
President: John LeFevre, Department for Energy Devel-

opment and Independence  

Vice President: Danielle Hutchins, Nelson County 4-H  

Secretary: Jean Clement, Russell County Middle School  

Treasurer: Jennifer Adler, Maysville Comm. College  
Past President: Julie Gee 

 

Seated Board Members through 2012  

 

Å Jimena Bertschi 

Å Roberta Burnes, KY Division for Air Quality  

Å Eric Comley, University of Kentucky  

Å Ashley Osborne, University of Kentucky  

Å Debra Spillman  

 

Seated Board Members through 2011  
 

Å Angela Dossett, Transylvania University  

Å Chris Hunter, KY Dept of Fish & Wildlife Resources  

Å Sarah Talley  

Å Peggy Nims, American Cave Conservation Association  

Å Shannon Trimboli, Mammoth Cave International Center 

for Science and Learning  

 

Advisory Board  

 

Å Cheryl Messenger, Mammoth Cave National Park  

Å Amanda Patrick, Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery 
Å Kate Shanks, Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabi-

net  

 
Please send newsletter articles and photos to: 
  

Å Executive Director:  
Ashley Williams - director@KAEE.org  

 

Membership Information:  
 
Visit the KAEE Web site at www.KAEE.org or contact:  
 

KAEE  
PO Box 17494  
Louisville, KY 40217-0494  
 
KAEE is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization of teachers,  
non-formal educators, administrators, government and agency 

personnel, business and industry representatives, and private 
citizens interested in promoting environmental education.  
 

Visit us online at www.KAEE.org   

http://www.bio-schools.org/
http://www.bio-schools.org/
http://www.bio-schools.org/
mailto:director@KAEE.org
mailto:director@KAEE.org
http://www.KAEE.org
http://www.KAEE.org
http://www.bio-schools.org/
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Upcoming KAEE Workshop: Teaching About Climate Change 
Sponsored by KAEE, KEEC, and KY Division for Air Quality 

Teaching About Climate Change: More Than Just Weather 
 

Whatôs the difference between climate and weather?  This workshop will prepare you to bring the science of climate 

change into your classroom.  Youôll gain hands-on experience conducting simple classroom experiments and activities 

that illustrate the concepts of greenhouse gases and the carbon cycle, demonstrate sources of carbon in the atmos-

phere, and examine the impact of our personal choices on global climate.  Youôll learn how to create effective teach-

ing materials that explore the latest scientific findings, teaching students how to interpret graphical data and draw their 

own conclusions.  Youôll also discover how to engage your students in the citizen science of ñphenologyò ï the sci-

ence of first appearances such as buds, blooms, and fruit ï and discover how careful observation of the natural world 

can reveal insights into earthôs changing climate patterns. 

 

Activities in this workshop are best suited for middle and high school students but may be adapted for younger stu-

dents. 
 
Instructors:  Elizabeth Schmitz 

  Executive Director, Kentucky Environmental Education  

  Council 
  Certified Environmental Educator 

 

  Roberta Burnes 
  Environmental Education Specialist, Kentucky Division for 

  Air Quality 

  Certified Environmental Educator 

 
When:  Friday, April 29 from 9 a.m. ï 4 p.m. CST 

 

Where:  West Kentucky 4-H Camp 
600 Camp Drive 

Dawson Springs, KY 42408 

270-797-8758 
 

Cost:  $24 for KAEE members and $32 for non-members  

  (includes lunch and all workshop materials) 

 
 

 

Hereôs what youôll receive: 
 
¶ CD-ROM, loaded with activities and graphics for use in the classroom 

 

¶ How We Know What We Know About Our Changing Climate: Scientists 

 and Kids Explore Global Warming, by Lynne Cherry and Gary  Braasch 
 

¶ Teacherôs Guide to How We Know What We Know About Our Changing 

 Climate 
 

¶ Reusable shopping bag full of resources and goodies for your classroom 

 

 
 

TO REGISTER:  Online registration will be available at kaee.org beginning February 15; for questions please contact 

roberta.burnes@ky.gov. 

Sean Alteri, Laura Zimmerman, and Lea Hammond 
examining climatological data during last yearõs work-

shop.  Photo courtesy of Amy Wallot, KY Dept. of Edu-

cation.  

Steve Kistler uses a reagent called bromothymol blue to 
investigate sources of carbon in an activity called òCarbon 

Sinks and Sourcesó. Photo courtesy of Debra Spillman. 

kaee.org
mailto:roberta.burnes@ky.gov
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KAEE News 

 

      Interested in getting more involved with KAEE? 
 

Become a part of one of our vision teams or committees!  

Consider joining the conference committee, diversity committee, 

outreach vision team, or conference vision team.   

 

There will be a diversity committee conference call on 

Wednesday, February 16 at 2pm EST.  The outreach vision team 

plans to meet at 7pm EST on February 21, in Bardstown, KY. 

 

For more information or to join a committee or vision team, 

please contact our Executive Director, Ashley Williams, at 

director@kaee.org.  We look forward to having you! 

 

 

Professional Development Workshops 
 

      Teaching About Climate Change 
 

This workshop will prepare you to bring the science of climate 

change into your classroom.  Youôll gain hands-on experience 

conducting simple classroom experiments and activities that 

illustrate the concepts of greenhouse gases and the carbon cycle, 

demonstrate sources of carbon in the atmosphere, and examine 

the impact of our personal choices on global climate.  

 

For more information, see page 3. 

 

       Exploring Nature with Young Children  

 

Take part in a 6-hour in-service training focusing on new early 

childhood education curriculum developed by Project Learning 

Tree (PLT) and Project WILD . The curricula include field-

tested, hands-on activities which encourage children ages 3-7 to 

explore, discover, and communicate in expressive ways using the 

natural world. 
 

When: March 18, 2011, 9 am (EST) ï 3:30 pm (EST) 
 

Where: Bullitt County Cooperative Extension Service Office 
 

Registration Fee: $25 per person (Registration fee includes PLT 

Environmental Experiences for Early Childhood curriculum, 

Growing Up WILD curriculum, and lunch) 
 

To register contact Ashley Osborne at ashley.osborne@uky.edu 

or 859-257-2505 by March 4. Space is limited so please register 

early to ensure your spot! 6 Clock Hours of Early Care and 

Education Training Available 

      Outdoor Inquiries  

 

This one day workshop is intended to introduce teachers and 

non-formal educators to strategies and tools for using the 

outdoors to promote student engagement in inquiry 

investigations. Each person in attendance will spend the day 

learning strategies and tools for using the outdoors to promote 

student engagement in inquiry investigations. All attendees will 

receive a copy of the book, Outdoor Inquiries, Taking Science 
Investigations Outside of the Classroom, along with a field 

journal and tools and a starter toolkit for your outdoor inquiry 

adventures with those you teach!  

 

When: Friday, March 25th, 2011 9:00am ï 3:00pm CST  

 

Where: Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery  

 

Registration Fee: $55.00 (includes Outdoor Inquiries 

guidebook, starter kit, all programming and materials, lunch 

and snacks).  

 

To register, contact Amanda Patrick, EE/Outreach Specialist at 

270-343-3797 or via email: Amanda_Patrick@fws.gov.  The 

deadline to register is Friday, March 11th, 2011. 

 

 

 

Miscellaneous 
 

      Nature Rocks! Family Nature Club 

 
Join in each month as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery, in partnership with 
the Russell County Public Library, offers a FUN family 
oriented activity designed to help get you and your family 
outdoors and connected with nature!  Monthly gatherings 
will be held on the third Tuesday of each month, meeting 
locations will rotate between two locations (making it 
easier for families to attend) and there is NO cost for 
families and friends to be a part of the fun!   
 
For more information, please contact Environmental 
Education/Outreach Specialist Amanda Patrick @ 270-
343-3797 or via email:  Amanda_Patrick@fws.gov 
 

        KWA Wild & Scenic Film Festival  
 

Bringing it back for a third year! Kentucky Waterways Alliance 

is hosting the Wild & Scenic Environmental Film Festival at 

the Clifton Center in Louisville on March 5, 2011.  Wild & 

Scenic is the largest environmental film festival in North 

America, and they are proud to be Louisvilleôs connection yet 

again.  KAEE will have a table there so stop by and see us! 

 

For more information, visit their website at: http://

www.kwalliance.org/ 

 

New KAEE Website Up and Running! 
 

Check out the new KAEE website at www.kaee.org.  

Some of our great new features include an organizational 

members page (is your organization listed?  If not, be sure 

to renew their KAEE membership today!), and an EE job 

board.  

mailto:director@kaee.org
mailto:ashley.osborne@uky.edu
mailto:Amanda_Patrick@fws.gov
http://www.kwalliance.org/
http://www.kwalliance.org/
http://www.kaee.org
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KAEE News (continued)  

       Wild Adventures Photo Contest 

 

Join The Wilderness Societyôs  Wild Adventure Photo Contest.  

Show your love of Americaôs wild places by sharing your best 

photos of you, or friends and family, enjoying wildlands.  

 

The winning photo will appear in a 2012 Wilderness Society 

membership calendar and the winner will receive a $100 

certificate to REI, a top outdoor equipment retailer. The top 5 

finalists will be featured in a slideshow on wilderness.org and 

will receive a Wilderness Society 2012 calendar! 

 

 

The deadline is midnight, February 28, 2011. Donôt let this 

get past you. Weôre looking forward to seeing your photos, and 

sharing them on our Flickr page. 

 

For more information, visit their website at: http://

wilderness.org 
 

 

 

Grants 

 
      Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund 
 

Anne L. Stamm was an extremely active longtime member of 

the Kentucky Ornithological Society who dedicated her life to 

promoting interest in birds.  The Anne L. Stamm Avian 

Education Fund was established in her memory to continue her 

tireless efforts to educate young persons about the avifauna of 

Kentucky and to foster a genuine interest in monitoring and 

protecting their populations.  The following guidelines outline 

the process for obtaining funds of up to $500 for projects that 

fulfill the goals of this fund. 

 

Any person in the Commonwealth of Kentucky with a plan to 

educate young persons about the birds of Kentucky interested in 

obtaining funds up to $500 are encouraged to contact Scott 

Marsh for an application at scott.marsh@insightbb.com  or 859-

263-2373 

 

       Biofuels for Schools 

 

The 2011 Request For Proposals for the Biofuels for 

Schools Grant is now open and live. They are accepting 

applications until March 16, 2011. All information on the 

RFP can be found on the new Biofuels for Schools 

website www.bio-schools.org  

Want to list your EE Events?  
 

Kentucky Association for Environmental Education 

(KAEE) is happy to provide timely announcements of your 

EE events in our monthly 

membership -only E -digest; 

submit your event 

information to  

E-digest@kaee.org .   

 

As a partner with the Kentucky Environmental Education 

Council (KEEC), KAEE encourages you to use  

www.eeinkentucky.org  as a tool for helping people find 

places and events in KY as well as an aid to event 

planning for local organizations.    

KAEE Wish List  
 
Support KAEE by donating needed items or funds to purchase 

them.  Since we are a 501(C)3 non-profit organization, your dona-

tion is tax deductible.  Simply tell us your name and address and 

we will mail you a receipt for your tax purposes.   If you have any 

questions, please contact our Executive Director, Ashley Wil-

liams,  at: director@kaee.org 

 

Items Needed:  

 

¶ Large White Flip Charts and Markers 

¶ Memory Sticks 

¶ Table Skirt in green, white, or light color for 8ft table 

¶ Laptop in good condition  

¶ 9 x 12 envelopes 

¶ Power extension cords 

¶ Giveaways for new member packets 

¶ Conference Sponsors (for more information or to become a 

sponsor, please visit: http://kaee.org/conference/sponsor-

donation-form/) 

¶ Volunteers for conference and committees (if interested, 

please contact our Executive Director, Ashley Williams, at 

director@kaee.org) 

 

 

Specific Conference Needs: 
 

Green Travel Sponsor: sponsor those who travel in a green way 

to the conference. 

 

Workshop sponsor: If you can only sponsor less than $50, spon-

sor a workshop . 

 

Bouquets or Table decorations: to be used on tables during meal 

times and given away to attendees at the end of the conference. 

 

T-Shirt Sponsor: sponsor a t-shirt  to be given away with confer-

ence registration.   

 

Items can be sent to:  
 

KAEE 

PO Box 17494 

Louisville, KY 40217 

http://wilderness.org/content/wild-adventures-photo-contest
http://wilderness.org/content/wild-adventures-photo-contest
http://wilderness.org/content/wild-adventures-photo-contest
mailto:scott.marsh@insightbb.com
http://www.bio-schools.org
mailto:E-digest@kaee.org
http://www.eeinkentucky.org
mailto:director@kaee.org
http://kaee.org/conference/sponsor-donation-form/
http://kaee.org/conference/sponsor-donation-form/
mailto:director@kaee.org
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Nakia Brown 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nakia Brown truly inspires people to love and take care of their 

environment.  She is a sixth grade Science and Language Arts 

teacher at Wingo Elementary School in Graves County.  Her 

influence begins in her classroom, and reaches around the world. 

 

Nakia shares her love and respect for nature with her students to 

make them active conservationists.  She oversees an after-school 

environmental club called the CHIEFS Club ï Caring Helping 

Individuals Environmentally Friendly Services Club.  It is a service

-learning student club that focuses on helping the environment and 

community. 

 
Nakiaôs involvement with students, teachers and administrators also 

helped Wingo Elementary move towards becoming safer, healthier, 

and more environmentally sustainable.  The school earned the 

award of being a Model Kentucky Green & Healthy School 

(KGHS) last May. 

 

Last year, the CHIEFS Club participated in a project sponsored by 

Earth Force called ñCharting the Future: Young People Act on 

Climate Change.ò  Club members researched climate change in 

Kentucky.  They wrote a ñCharter of Responsibilitiesò of youth for 

their environment.  Students shared their ideas with community 

leaders.  Nakia and three of her students then attended national and 

international youth conferences on climate change.  Students from 

around the nation and globe worked together to draft national and 

international ñCharters of Responsibilitiesò of youth regarding 

climate change. 

 

Due to the efforts of Nakiaôs school and students, the local 

community is becoming more supportive of environmental 

sustainability.  The local waste management company CWI recently 

agreed to place large recycling containers at every elementary 

school in Graves County. 

 

Nakia credits her parents for inspiring her love and respect of 

nature.  She grew up on a small farm.  Her parents encouraged 

Nakia to explore the outdoors.  They took her on walks in the 

woods, teaching her about the trees, plants, wildlife and the 

environment. 

 

Nakia says, ñI love watching my students grow to enjoy nature, 
and become active in the community to make a positive change.  
I love seeing the difference that each child can make just by 
believing in themselves and others.ò 

 

Her passion and efforts are a testimony that a person can make a 

positive environmental impact in oneôs community and 

worldwide. 

 
Each year at NAAEE, the North America Association for 

Environmental Education, there is a large representation of 
Kentuckians.  This year was no different; again many Ken-

tuckians and KAEE members were in attendance.  The pic-

ture above is a shot of the Kentucky Certified Non-formal 

Environmental Educators present in Buffalo last October for 
the NAAEE conference. 

 

NAAEEôs 40th Annual Conference will take place in Raleigh
-Durham, NC on Oct 12-15, 2011.  The keynote speaker will 

be Jean Beasley, Director of Karen Beasley Sea Turtle Res-

cue & Rehabilitation Center at Topsail Island, NC. 

 
For more information on the NAAEE conference please visit 

their website at: www.naaee.org 

Kentucky Certified Non -formal Educators present at the NAAEE conference 
in Buffalo, NY.  Pictured from left to right: Debra Spillman, Jennifer 

Adler, Terry Wilson, Cheryl Messenger, Elizabeth Schmitz, Billy Bennett, 

Melinda Wilder, Joe Baust, and Roberta Burnes. Photo Courtesy of Spill-

man Photography. 

Kentuckians Abound at the NAAEE 
Conference! 

http://www.naaee.org/
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Get Ready for KAEEôs 35th Annual 

Conference! 
 

When:  September 16th and 17th 2011 

 

Where: The Brown Hotel in Louisville 

 

 

The 2011 KAEE Conference Committee is in full planning mode for this yearôs conference. We are all looking 

forward to some exciting changes as well as revisiting the activities weôve all come to love: inspiring keynote 

speakers, networking with colleagues, and of course educational indoor and outdoor presentations and workshops. 

 

This year, one of our main goals is to prove that environmental education really is going on everywhere and is for 

everyone.  We all know that environmental education is at home in the forests and fields, but it has a well-established 

foot-hold in the cities as well. Urban gardening, green building design, and cleaner transportation are all areas of focus 

in population centers. Wherever people live, there is a need for environmental education. Diversity of all sorts is 

important if environmental education is to be successful. We must attract people of different ages, genders, ethnicities, 

and economic backgrounds. 

 

In keeping with our theme, we have added childrenôs activities to this yearôs offerings on Saturday morning.  Many 

people bring their kids and/or spouses to the conference, and this new track will be a way for our future environmental 

educators to participate by attending hands-on presentations geared just for them.  Do you have an activity or two that 

youôd be willing to present to children at the conference?  If so, please email roberta.burnes@ky.gov and let her know. 

 

The Call for Presentations has officially opened and an online submission form can be found on our website: http://

kaee.org/conference/request-for-proposals/.  Please feel free to pass on this 'Call for Presentations' to other people if 

you'd like them to submit a proposal for our review. We're always happy to hear from new people who are interested 

in the many sides of environmental education! 

Why The Brown? 

Why did we choose The Brown as our venue for KAEEôs 35th Annual Conference?   It was the first hotel in Louisville to be recog-

nized by The Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection for membership in The KY Excel Program.  The mission of the 

Brown Hotel is to ñprovide the finest in service to our guests and create a culture of environmental responsibility.ò  Below are just a 

few examples of how The Brown Hotel practices environmental responsibility: 

Waste Reduction Practices 

 

¶ The Brown employee cafeteria uses only washable plates, cups and silverware. 

¶ A recycling program has been put in place that has reduced the hotelôs monthly waste of 36 tons to less than 18 tons. 

 

Earth Friendly Practices 

 

¶ A linen reuse program is offered to stay over guests to save in water resources 

¶ Housekeeping uses Proctor & Gamble Pro Line Chemicals, which are covered by P&Gôs Green Guarantee 

¶ Appliances and electronic purchases are Energy Star compliant 

 

Energy Conservation 

 

¶ Energy saving digital thermostats and CFL light bulbs have been installed in all guestrooms. 

¶ Lights are turned off and electronics are unplugged when not in use. 

¶ Guestroom showers have 2.5 gallon per minute shower heads to reduce water and energy consumption 

mailto:roberta.burnes@ky.gov
http://kaee.org/conference/request-for-proposals/
http://kaee.org/conference/request-for-proposals/
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Submitted by Amanda Patrick, Environmental Education/

Outreach Specialist at Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery and 
KAEE Advisory member 
 

The staff of Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery raise over 

1,000,000 rainbow, brown and brook trout annually, providing 

an amazing up close and personal field trip opportunity for 

students from around Kentucky looking to learn more about life 

cycles in action. Yet what about the many children who canôt 

make the trip?  What happens when the hatchery canôt be 

brought to the classroom?  Thanks to a partnership between the 

hatchery and members of the Bluegrass Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited, this is quickly changing as TU members traveled to 

the hatchery to take delivery of 2,400 eyed rainbow trout eggs 

for the twelve schools across the state involved in Trout in the 

Classroom (TIC) program on Tuesday, September 14th, 2010.  

Additional eggs to continue the expansion of the program will 

be picked up in November as well. 

Trout in the Classroom, or TIC for short, is an environmental 

education program in which students in grades K -12 raise trout 

from eggs to fry; monitor tank water quality; engage in stream 

habitat study; learn to appreciate water resources; begin to foster 

a conservation ethic; grow to understand ecosystems.  Most 

programs end the year by releasing their trout in a state-

approved stream near the school or within a nearby watershed.ò  

Additionally, teachers can adapt the program to meet curriculum 

(Continued on page 9) 

Trout in the Classroom 

Submitted by: Shannon R. Trimboli, KAEE Board Member 

Have you noticed that the stars appear brighter in the country 

than in the city? Scientists have noticed it too. The excess light 

in the city that keeps us from seeing the stars is called light pol-

lution. Although light pollution is most obvious in the city, it 

can be found practically everywhere. 

 

Light pollution can have many environmental impacts. Birds in 

the cities often begin singing earlier in the morning and will sing 

later in the evening than their country counterparts. In some 

cases, they may even sing throughout the night. Light pollution 

can also confuse the migration patterns of birds and other ani-

mals that use the stars or moon to navigate by. Sea turtles hatch 

at night and go towards the brightest object they see when they 

emerge from their nest. This used to be the moon reflecting on 

the ocean, but now it could be car lights, street lights, and other 

bright lights near the beach. 

 

Scientists are trying to classify the amount of light pollution 

found around the world. The Globe at Night (http://

www.globeatnight.org/) campaign is a worldwide citizen science 

project that is aimed at doing just that. It is held in the early 

spring when Orion is visible to people worldwide and again a 

few weeks later when it is visible to each hemisphere. This will 

be the projectôs sixth year and full datasets of all previous years 

are located on their website. 

 

In 2011, the Globe at Night project takes place worldwide from 

February 26 to March 6, and then again in the Northern Hemi-

sphere from March 22 to April 4. Participation is easy and in-

cludes five simple steps. First, go outside about an hour after 

sunset, before the moon is up, and find Orion. Second, compare 

the brightness of Orion to the Globe at Night magnitude charts 

to see which one best matches your view of Orion. Third, record 

your latitude and longitude. (The website gives you several op-

tions for finding your latitude and longitude without a GPS.) 

Fourth, report your observations online. And fifth, have fun 

looking at what others are reporting around the world. 

Globe at Night: How Well Can You See the 
Stars? 

 

The Globe at Night website is packed with helpful information. 

There are activity guides for parents and teachers to help you pre-

pare for the night. (Adults are encouraged to participate too even 

though there isnôt an activity guide for us.) Since this is a global 

project, the activity guides are offered in numerous languages. In 

addition to the activity guides there are several online interactive 

activities that will help you learn about light pollution or practice 

comparing the night sky to the different magnitude charts. There 

are also maps from past years which show the amount of light 

recorded worldwide during the study periods. 

 

Why not spend a few minutes this spring admiring your night sky 

and contributing to science at the same time? Have fun star gaz-

ing! 

NASA photograph showing the earth lit up by city lights.  

Photo courtesy of Christin Roberson, USFWS Volunteer 

http://www.globeatnight.org/
http://www.globeatnight.org/
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needs and utilize the project as a lesson plan for both indoor and 

outdoor teaching.  Thanks to the efforts of Trout Unlimited 

member Sarah Hart, approximately 25 students from Estill 

County Middle School, participants in the TIC program, were 

able to travel to the hatchery during October for a guided tour 

and to participate in several hands on aquatic education related 

activities. 

 

In Kentucky, the program is relatively new but is gaining 

momentum thanks to the Bluegrass Chapter of TU.  In fact, due 

to immense popularity during the inaugural year in 2008, in 

which TU members began working with schools to start the 

program, interest in the Trout in the Classroom (TIC) project has 

grown and expanded immensely, and members were eager to 

collect the eggs to take back to the students and teachers during 

their November visit to the hatchery.  Many teachers in the 

Lexington, KY area, along with surrounding county school 

systems, are also seeking funding opportunities to bring their 

students to Wolf Creek, even opting for special extended day 

field trips, due to the incredible learning opportunities and 

overall excitement for the program. 

 

For more information on Trout in the Classroom, please visit:  

http://www.troutintheclassroom.org/  

 

The Kentucky Forest Leadership Program gives the student a 

chance to learn how to think, not what to think. The program 

will develop leadership skills by letting students work coopera-

tively to resolve an environmental issue. The major project for 

the week is a group presentation of an environmental manage-

ment plan for a designated forested area using the skills learned 

during the course. 

 

For more detailed information concerning the program and a 

registration form: 

 

www.kyforetrycamp.com - The Forestry Option 

www.ca.uky.edu/entomology/news/kfelp.asp - The Entomology 

Option 

Trout in the Classroom (continued)  

Kentucky Forest or Entomology Leadership 
Program  

Toyota Annual Environmental Field Day 
 
To celebrate National Environmental Education Week, Toy-

ota Motor Manufacturing, Kentucky, Inc. (TMMK) will 

host its annual Environmental  Field Day on Wednesday, 

April 13th, 2011. This year's all-day, all-outdoors activity 

focuses on connecting 2nd grade students with the environ-

ment. In celebration of Toyota's 25th anniversary in Ken-

tucky, the school selected to participate will receive reim-

bursement for transportation costs up to $600. In addition, 

lunch will be provided.      

 

Interested in this opportunity? Tell Toyota about your 

school's environmental programs or projects at: http://

www.surveymonkey.com/s/Toyota_Field_Day_Application 
 

This activity is designed to reward great examples of envi-

ronmental stewardship and to encourage young students to 

be lifetime stewards of their planet. Applications are com-

petitive, and will be accepted through February 25th, 2011. 

Don't miss out on this opportunity!  

 

For more information, contact Ashley Chatham at Ash-

ley.Chatham@tema.toyota.com 

Submitted by Doug McLaren, Extension Forest at University of 

Kentucky  

 
If you know a high school student entering their junior or senior 

year, consider encouraging them to be a part of the Kentucky 

Forest or Entomology Leadership Program the first week of 

June. Prior to attending this program the student will decide 

which option or curriculum they would be most interested in ï 

forestry or entomology. All of the students will be attending 

classes together with a few exceptions when they concentrate 

exclusively on their option. For more than 50 years, high school 

students interested in learning about forestry and natural re-

source management while developing leadership skills have at-

tended this event. What a great way to end their formal class-

room instruction for 2010! It is a great way to learn about natu-

ral resources while having fun with other students your age from 

across Kentucky.  

 

This programôs hands-on approach to learning is sure to get any-

one excited about forestry or entomology. Truly ñgetting your 

hands dirtyò provides the opportunity to know the depths, sur-

prises, and excitement of one of Kentuckyôs most plentiful natu-

ral resources ð forests.  While the week-long experience con-

centrates on forests and entomology, the students will also ex-

plore a variety of related fields such as civil engineering, soil 

science, wildlife habitat assessment, water quality, and wood 

products. 

White Nose Syndrome (WNS) has claimed the lives of over 1 

million bats in the eastern United States and Canada since it was 

first discovered in 2006. On February 1st, the Indiana Depart-

ment of Natural Resources and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice confirmed the presence of the fungus on bats in a southern 

Indiana cave. 

 

Kentucky is now in the middle of several neighboring states 

with confirmed cases: Virginia, West Virginia, Tennessee, Mis-

souri, and now Indiana. 

 

It is possible that WNS is transmitted by people visiting caves, 

so for more information visit: http://www.fws.gov/

whitenosesyndrome/ or http://www.batcon.org. 

WNS UpdateñWNS fungus confirmed in 
Indiana 

http://www.troutintheclassroom.org/
http://www.kyforetrycamp.com
http://www.ca.uky.edu/entomology/news/kfelp.asp
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Toyota_Field_Day_Application
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Toyota_Field_Day_Application
mailto:Ashley.Chatham@tema.toyota.com
mailto:Ashley.Chatham@tema.toyota.com
http://www.fws.gov/whitenosesyndrome/
http://www.fws.gov/whitenosesyndrome/
http://www.batcon.org
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Submitted by Amanda Patrick, Environmental Education/

Outreach Specialist at Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery and 
KAEE Advisory member 

 

With plenty of smiling 

faces and blue skies 
abounding, Wolf Creek 

National Fish Hatchery 

staff and volunteers en-
joyed two great days of 

fishing fun as the team 

organized the 3rd Annual 

Catch a Smile Senior 
Fishing Derby and the 

3rd Annual Reaching for 

Rainbows Special Kids 
Fishing Derby.  Held on 

Tuesday and Wednes-

day, September 28th and 
29th, 2010 respectively, 

the events provided two 

days of trout-tastic fish-

ing fun for those 62 and 
older, along with stu-

dents from local Russell 

and Clinton County 
School Districts with 

permanent mental and/or 

physical disabilities, as 

crew members from Wolf Creek, along with support and help 
from the Friends of Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery, Inc 

and several community businesses/organizations and volun-

teers, worked to plan and organize the two days of fall fishing 
fun. 

 

With a well-stocked creek full of jumping trout, all in atten-
dance had a chance to try their hand at catching their limit.  

For both the seniors and students, all attendees were also 

treated to lunch.  After lunch, all seniors on hand enjoyed a 

chance at winning one of many door prizes generously pro-
vided by community sponsors while those students participat-

ing were awarded medallions and t-shirts.  Overall, over 100 

seniors attended the Catch a Smile Senior Fishing Derby and 
an estimated 65 students were a part of the Reaching for 

Rainbows Special Kids Fishing Derby.  In addition to these 

smiling faces, 52 staff and volunteers helped to make both 
days true successes!  Yet without the gracious support of over 

48 sponsors donating an estimated $4,301.66 (either cash or 

items), neither event would have been possible, thus making 

these two fall fishing events proud examples of the benefits 
of partnering together to make a difference in the lives of 

those in the community.  Through such teamwork and an 

overall spirit of volunteerism and partnership, the events oc-
curred with little or no cost to any one agency as well.  

Funtastic Fall Fishing Derbies at Wolf Creek 
National Fish Hatchery 

A young participant stops to smile and 
pose while enjoying the 3 rd Annual Reach-

ing for Rainbows Special Kids Fishing 

Derby. Photo courtesy of Amanda Patrick, 

USFWS  

In order to ensure that Kentuckyôs plan best meet the needs of 

students, teachers, and the larger school community, it is 

important to have your input. Please take a few moments out 

of your busy schedule to answer these questions about 

environmental literacy education by going to the following 
website: 

 

http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22BE6U4Z8EQ  
Administrators 

  

http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22BDQZKQS8H  
K-12 Teachers 

 

As of today, a number of regional focus groups have 
provided stakeholder input, which is reflected in our early 

drafts of plan elements.  These early pieces may be viewed 

and commented upon at our Wiki site, at http://ky-env-

literacy-plan.wikispaces.com/Welcome .  Be sure to check 
this Web site frequently to keep current on how the plan 

changes over time. 

For more information about Kentuckyôs Environmental 
L it er a cy  P la n ,  cont a ct  B i l ly  B en n et t  a t 

william.bennett@eku.edu or Melinda Wilder at 

Melinda.wilder@eku.edu.  

Information on the No Child Left Inside Act can be found at 

http://www.cbf.org/Page.aspx?pid=948  

Show your support of the development of this plan by joining 

the Kentucky Environmental Literacy Alliance as an 

individual, organization, or business: http://www.thekela.com 

(Continued from page 1) 

Kentucky Environmental Literacy Plan 
(continued)  

KELP Task Force Members.  Pictured left to right: Jane Eller, retired Ex-
ecutive Director of KEEC now working part time with Bluegrass PRIDE, Amy 

Sohner, Bluegrass PRIDE 

http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22BE6U4Z8EQ
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22BDQZKQS8H
http://ky-env-literacy-plan.wikispaces.com/Welcome
http://ky-env-literacy-plan.wikispaces.com/Welcome
mailto:william.bennett@eku.edu
mailto:Melinda.wilder@eku.edu
http://www.cbf.org/Page.aspx?pid=948
http://www.keec.ky.gov/kela/
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Cornerstones  
Telling the Story of KAEE  

by Sonya Wood Mahler  
KAEE Historian  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
In 2010, Elizabeth Schmitz took the lead as Executive Director of the Kentucky Environmental Education Council 
(KEEC), a state agency within the Education Cabinet. Each year KEEC offers a certification program for non-formal 
educators. This rigorous program occurs over a full year with four workshops over four long weekends. In addition to 
the face-to-face workshops, participants do research on their own and work together in small groups. This success-
oriented program was developed for people with diverse educational backgrounds and EE experience. 
 
Based on the Guidelines for the Initial Preparation & Professional Development of Environmental Educators pre-
pared by NAAEE, Kentuckyôs certification program has received accolades as one of the best in the nation. Several of 
KAEEôs shining stars have helped to teach the program, including Jane Eller, Joe Baust, Terry Wilson, Doug McCoy, 
and Melinda Wilder. One hundred and one people in the state of Kentucky have become certified environmental edu-
cators through this program.  
 
Since 2007, the Kentucky Environmental Education Council has worked cooperatively with the Kentucky Department 
of Education to coordinate a program called Green & Healthy Schools. About 115 schools are currently participating. 
Through this exciting program, 90 voluntary environmental improvement projects have been completed in schools 
across the state. 
 
The strength of the Kentucky Association for Environmental Education lies in its dedicated and committed members. 
Early on, KAEE made it a priority to include people from all walks of life: teachers, administrators, government and 
agency employees, business and industry representatives, and private citizens. Its membership categories include 
professional (an individual working in the field of EE), student (an individual enrolled in college, technical school, or 
high school), retired (an individual retired from active full -time employment), family (individuals of the same house-
hold, interested in the field of EE), life (an individual dedicated to supporting KAEE), institutional (an educational 
institution, not -for -profit, or government agency), and corporate (a for-profit organization or business). Today there 
are 160 total members within KAEE. Thirty nine of those are life members.  
 
Each quarterly issue of the KAEE newsletter has a Members Matter in the Mission spotlight. This section highlights a 
special KAEE member. It includes a bio and photograph of that member as well as comments from their colleagues. 
 
KAEE began to present awards at their annual conference in 1988. In that year, awards were presented to four teach-
ers, one administrator, one non-formal educator, and one person in public office. There was also an award given for 
Distinguished Service and for Member of the Year. In 1991, the association began to present an award for Out-
standing Organization as well. In 1994, an award was first presented to an Outstanding Student. In 1998 through 
2001, an award was presented to a person or organization in each of the six regions within the state. In 2002, KAEE 
began the awards process that continues today, with awards for Outstanding Individual, Outstanding Program or 
Project, and Outstanding Organization.  
 
The very first Member of the Year, receiving his award in 1988, was David Wicks, who worked with Project ID for Jef-
ferson County Public Schools. The most recent Outstanding Individual, who received her award from KAEE in 2010, 
was Cheryl Messenger, director of Mammoth Cave National Parkôs environmental education program. 
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Kentucky Association for Environmental Education  
PO Box 17494 
Louisville, KY 40217 -0494  

Since 1976, the Kentucky Association for Environmental Education  

has worked to build a sustainable environment through education.  

Professional 

 
$30 _____ 

Retired 

 
$20 _____ 

Student 

 
$15 _____ 

Life 

 
$250 _____ 

Family (2 adults, 

same household) 
 

$50 _____ 

Institutional (agencies, 

schools, non-profit 
organizations) 
 

$100 _____ 

Corporate (business 

and industry) 
 

$300 _____ 

Special Gift 

for Legacy Fund 
 

$ _____ 

TOTAL enclosed  $ _____ 

   

Membership Level 

For an explanation of membership 
categories, visit our Web site at 

www.KAEE.org Membership runs from Oct 1 - Sept 30 
Has your membership expired?  

If so, please support KAEE and renew today! 

Membership Application 

Name _____________________________________________________ 
Affiliation ____________________________________________________ 
Work  Address ________________________________________________ 
City ______________________________  State ___  Zip ___________ 
County (work location) __________________________ 
Work Phone (day) _________________  Fax ____________________ 
Home  Address ________________________________________________ 
City ______________________________  State ___  Zip ___________ 
Home Phone _____________________ 
If applicable, with what grade or age group do you work? ______________  
 

EMAIL ADDRESS _________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to KAEE and mail to:  
KAEE  
PO Box 17494  
Louisville, KY 40217 -0494  

Ä I wish to receive the Newsletter via US mail.  
    We encourage members to receive the Newsletter electronically. 


