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2009 KAEE Conference Schedule - General Butler Stat e Resort Park 
See centerfold for detailed schedules  

Friday, September 18, 2009  

7:00 Lodge Dining Room opens for Breakfast at 7:00 a.m. (Breakfast on your own) 

7:30 
Registration opens in Conference Center 
Books & More Store, Exhibit Fair, Silent Auction and Mystery Table open in Conference Center. 

8:30 
Plenary Session in Conference Center—Elizabeth Robb Schmitz, KAEE President and Evelyn 
Welch, State Historic Site Manager 

9:15, 
10:15, 
11:15 

Concurrent Sessions 

12:00 
p.m. Lunch in Conference Center (Ticket for lunch included with registration.) 

1:30, 
2:30, 
3:30, 4:30 

Concurrent Sessions 

5:30 Dinner in the Conference Center (Ticket for dinner included with registration.) 

7:00 
John Shortt concert in Conference Center 
KUPEE– sponsored reception including refreshments and beverages.   
(Ticket included with registration.) 

8:30 Movie, discussion, and popcorn  with Melinda Hemmelgarn in Rec Center 

Saturday, September 19, 2009  

7:00 Full breakfast in Conference Center. (Ticket for Breakfast included in registration.)  
KAEE Books & More Store, Silent Auction, and Mystery Table open in Conference Center. 

8:15 Plenary Session—Melinda Hemmelgarn  - Watch What You Eat or Eat What You Watch:  the Truth 
Behind Childhood Obesity 

9:15, 
10:15, 
11:15 

Concurrent Sessions 

12:00 
p.m. 

Awards Luncheon & Business Meeting in Conference Center -Sponsored by Toyota Motor Manufac-
turing, Inc  
Musician, Jeri Katherine Howell                     
Elizabeth Robb Schmitz, KAEE President   
Voting for KAEE Board of Directors closes at noon.   (Ticket for luncheon included with registration.)  

2:15, 
3:15, 4:15  Concurrent Sessions 

5:00 

Plenary Session in Conference Center—Jane Eller: “Policy and Legislative Update—Federal and 
State Issues Affecting Environmental Education”   
Food and drinks sponsored by Kentucky Environmental Education Council.   
Drawing for a KY Parks gift certificate—sponsored by General Butler Park—Must be present to win!  
5:00 p.m. : Silent Auction, Exhibits, & Mystery Table close.  

5:30 Silent Auction items released, Books & More Store closes, and 2009 KAEE Conference adjourns. 

6:45 a.m. Birding for Beginners and Experts—Meet on the lodge’s steps 

6:45 a.m. Birding for Beginners and Experts—Meet on the lodge’s steps 

   

BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE  ENVIRONMENT THROUGH EDUCATION 

Kentucky Association for  
Environmental Education 
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KENTUCKY ASSOCIATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL  EDUCATION 
 

Executive Committee 
President: Elizabeth Robb Schmitz  

Vice President: Jenny Howard 
Past President: Portia Brown 

Treasurer: Janet Kistler 
Secretary: Marc Johnson 

Advisory Members 
Jane Eller, Kentucky Environmental Education Council 

Cheryl Messenger, Mammoth Cave National Park 
Kate Shanks, Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet 

North American Association for Environmental Educat ion Liaison 
Jenny Howard & Elizabeth Robb Schmitz 

KAEE IS A NONPROFIT 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATION  OF TEACHERS, ADMINISTRATORS ,  
GOVERNMENT AND AGENCY PERSONNEL, BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES, AND  

PRIVATE CITIZENS INTERESTED IN PROMOTING ENVIRONMENTAL  EDUCATION.  

Member Services Coordinator  
and Webmaster 
Matt Coddington 

 

Newsletter Coordinator  
Kate Shanks 

Newsletter Advisor  
Doug McLaren 

Serving through 2009 
Jennifer Adler 

Jeanine M. Huss 
John LeFevre 
Peggy Nims 
Sarah Talley 

Serving through 2010 
Amanda Patrick 

Sonya Wood Mahler 
Christian Ryan-Downing 

Debra Spillman 
Melinda Wilder 

Board Members 

Conference Committee 

Chair: 
Jennifer Adler 
Portia Brown 

Mary Kathryn Dickerson 
Lauren Dowell 

Jane Eller 
Jenny Howard 
Jeanine Huss 

Amanda Patrick 
Christian Ryan-Downing 
Elizabeth Robb Schmitz 

Kate Shanks 
Debra Spillman 

Sarah Talley 
Ed Wilcox 

Melinda Wilder  

Marc Johnson�
Janet Kistler 

Victoria La Rocca 
John LeFevre 

Sonya Wood Mahler 
Cheryl Messenger 

Evelyn Morgan 
Peggy Nims 
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Acorn Naturalist ~ Jenny Rigby ~ 155 El Camino Road, Tustin, 
CA  92780 ~   emailacorn@aol.com address ~ (714) 838-4888 ~  
http://www.acornnaturalists.com/ 
 

Arkema ~ Lori Ogden ~ Carrollton, KY ~ (502) 732-4411 ~ 
http://www.arkema-inc.com/index.cfm 
 

American Cave Conservation Association  ~ Peggy A. Nims ~ 
1439 Glenview Drive, Glasgow, KY  42141 ~ pnims@glasgow-
ky.com ~ (270) 678-9686 ~ http://cavern.org/hrc/hrchome.php 
 

Bluegrass PRIDE ~ Maxine Rudder ~ P.O. Box 910384, Lexing-
ton, KY  40591 ~ Maxine@bgpride.org ~ (859) 266-1572 ~  
http://www.kentuckypride.com/ 
 

Carroll County, Kentucky ~ Mitchell Perkins, Solid Waste Coor-
dinator ~ (502) 732-7123 ~ http://www.carrollcountygov.us/ 
 

Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention ~ Susan Lawson ~ 275 
East Main St., Frankfort, KY 40621 ~ susand.lawson@ky.gov ~ 
(502) 564-2154 ~ http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/mch/cfhi/clppp.htm 
 

Creative Recycling Systems ~ (800) 797-2061 ~  
http://www.crserecycling.com/ 
 

David Sharpensteen ~ Graphic Artist (David designed the t-shirt 
being sold this year) ~ 224 Paddle Wheel Dr., Bowling Green, KY 
42103 ~ david.sharpensteen@gmail.com 
 

EConsulting ~ Obiora Embry ~ 1305 Personality Court, Lexing-
ton, Kentucky 40517 ~ oembry@econsultingllc.org ~ (859) 539-
2182 ~ http://www.econsultingllc.org/index 
 

General Butler State Resort Park ~ Amy Alsup ~ 1608 US Hwy. 
227, Carrollton KY 41008 ~ amy.alsup@ky.gov ~ (866) 462-8853 
~ http://parks.ky.gov/ 
 

Green & Healthy Schools ~ Jane Eller ~ 21st. Floor Capital 
Plaza Tower, Frankfort KY 40601 ~ jane.eller@ky.gov ~ (502) 
564-6952 ~ http://www.greenschools.ky.gov/ 
 

Green Earth Outdoors ~ Douglas Wagoner ~ P.O. Box 1117, 
Louisville, KY  40201 ~ dwagoner@greenearthoutdoors.com ~ 
(502) 475-7445 ~ http://www.greenearthoutdoors.com/ 
 

Jenny Howard ~ jenny.howard@ky.gov ~ (270) 399-0895 
 

Kentucky Education Association ~ Paula Cramer ~ 401 Capital 
Ave., Frankfort, KY  40601 ~ paulajo.cramer@kea.org ~ (800) 
231-453 ~ http://www.kea.org/ 
 

Kentucky Environmental Education Council ~ Jane Eller ~ 
21st. Floor Capital Plaza Tower, Frankfort 40601 ~ 
jane.eller@ky.gov ~ (502) 564-6952 ~ http://keec.ky.gov/ 
 

Kentucky University Partnership for Environmental  
Education ~ Melinda Wilder ~ 521 Lancaster Ave., 105 Case 
Ax., Richmond KY 40475 ~ Melinda.Wilder@eku.edu ~ (859) 622
-1476 ~ http://www.kupee.eku.edu/ 
 

Kentucky Department of Agriculture—Kentucky Proud ~ 
Elizabeth McNulty ~ 100 Fair Oaks Lane, 5th Floor, Frankfort KY 
40601 ~ Elizabeth.McNulty@ky.gov ~ (502) 564-4983 ~ http://
www.kyagr.com/kyproud/index.htm 
 

Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Resources ~ Marc John-
son ~ 1 Sportsman Lane, Frankfort, KY  40601 ~ 
marca.johnson@ky.gov ~ (502) 229-0223 ~ http://fw.ky.gov/ 
 

Kentucky Division for Air Quality ~ Elizabeth Robb Schmitz ~ 200 
Fair Oaks Lane, 1st Floor, Frankfort, KY  40601 ~ eliza-
beth.robb@ky.gov ~ (270) 779-8836 ~ www.air.ky.gov 
 

Kentucky EXCEL ~ John Eisiminger ~ 300 Fair Oaks Lane, Frank-
fort, KY  40601 ~ john.eisiminger@ky.gov ~ (800) 926-8111 ~  
http://www.dca.ky.gov/kyexcel/ 
 

Kentucky Safe Routes to School ~ Jackie Jones ~ 200 Mero 
Street, 6th Floor, Frankfort, KY  40622 ~ Jackie.Jones@ky.gov ~ 
(502) 564-2060 ~ http://www.saferoutes.ky.gov/ 
 

Kentucky University Partnership for Environmental Ed ucation ~ 
http://www.kupee.eku.edu/ 
 

Life Adventure Center of the Bluegrass ~ Danielle Hutchins ~ 570 
Milner Road, Versailles, KY  40383 ~ dhutchins@lacbg.com ~ (859) 
873-3271 ~ http://www.lifeadventurecenter.org/ 
 

North American Stainless ~ Maria Eichelberger, (800) 499-7833, 
Ghent, Ky. ~ http://northamericanstainless.com/ 
 

NKU Center for Environmental Education ~ Cecilia N. Baker ~ 
Nunn Drive, 160 BEP Bldg., Highland Heights, KY 41099 ~ Bak-
erc6@nku.edu ~ (859) 572-1545 ~  
http://environmentaleducation.nku.edu/ 
 

Organic Valley ~ Jake Schmitz ~ 110 Beechwood Avenue, Frank-
fort, KY 40601 ~ jake.schmitz@organicvalley.coop ~ (270) 779-1526 
~ http://www.organicvalley.coop/ 
 

Project Flying Wild, Morehead State University ~ April Haight ~ 
NSU EE Center, LC 101A, Morehead, KY  40351 ~ 
a.haight@moreheadstate.edu ~ (606) 783-2455 ~  
http://eec.moreheadstate.edu/ 
 

Sierra Club ~ Aloma W. Dew ~ 2015 Griffith Place East, Owens-
boro, KY 42301 ~ aloma.drew@sierraclub.org ~ (270) 685-2034 ~ 
http://www.sierraclub.org/ 
 

Toyota Manufacturing Kentucky, Inc. ~ Nila Wells ~ 1001 Cherry 
Blossom Way, Georgetown, KY  40324 ~ 
nila.wells@tema.toyota.com ~ (502) 868-2097 ~ http://
toyotageorgetown.com/ 
 

Western Kentucky University - Sustainability ~ Christian Ryan-
Downing ~  1906 College Heights, Bldg. 11091, Bowling Green, KY 
42101 ~ Christian.ryan-downing@wku.edu ~ (270) 745-2508 ~ http://
www.wku.edu/sustainability/ 
 

Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery ~ Amanda Patrick ~ 50 Kendall 
Road, Jamestown, KY  42629 ~ amanda_patrick@fws.gov ~ (270) 
343-3797 ~ http://www.fws.gov/wolfcreek/ 
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Jake Schmitz is a geologist and sustainable aficionado 
who has worked in the field of environmental education 
and has transferred this knowledge to his current work with 
dairy farmers that are part of the Organic Valley Dairy Pool 
in Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana. 110 Beechwood Avenue, 
Frankfort, KY 40601 (270) 779-1526 
jake.schmitz@organicvalley.coop  
 
DJ Scully is the County Extension Agent for Natural Re-
sources and Environmental Management in Campbell 
County.  He conducts environmental education programs 
for youth and adults within the county.  DJ also directs 
operations at the Campbell County Environmental Educa-
tion Center. In addition, he is a certified arborist and pro-
motes the proper care of trees.  Campbell County Exten-
sion Service, 2500 Alexandria Pike, Highland Heights, KY 
41076 (859) 572-2600 djscully@uky.edu 
 
Charlotte Smith has been a third grade instructor at the 
Model Laboratory School for the past three years.  Cur-
rently, she is working on a Rank I certification in Environ-
mental Education and is also a facilitator for Projects WET 
and WILD. Eastern Kentucky University Model Laboratory 
School 521 Lancaster Ave. Richmond, KY 40475 (859) 
622-1046 charlotte.smith@eku.edu  
 
George Smith is currently President of Trout Unlimited 
(TU) Louisville Chapter #476.  He has been a member of 
T.U. for 8 years.  He loves teaching fly tying and fly cast-
ing.  
 
Steve Spencer Ed. D . is a certified Wilderness First Re-
sponder, and an American Canoe Association (ACA) 
Instructor up to Whitewater (level 4). He is an ACA Instruc-
tor Trainer to Level 3 -Moving Water. He is a Certified 
Wilderness Education Association Instructor, and certifying 
instructor with the WEA. He is a Leave No Trace (LNT) 
Master Educator. 
 
Tonya Swan has been the Program Coordinator for Jeffer-
son Memorial Forest since May 2001.  She has worked in 
the field of environmental education since 1998, working in 
the school setting and the Louisville Zoo.  P.O.Box 467 
Fairdale, KY 40118 (502) 368-7118 
tonya.swan@louisvilleky.gov 
 
Witni Sztanyo is the Education Coordinator for Sanitation 
District No.1 1045 Eaton Drive, Wright, KY 41017 (859) 
578-6764 wsztanyo@sd1.org 
 

Jennifer Turner is a certified environmental educator for 
the KY Division of Forestry. 627 Comanche Trail, Frank-
fort, KY 40601 (502) 564-4496 jenniferl.turner@ky.gov 
 
Teresa Viohl, a fourth and fifth grade science teacher for 
10 years, is currently working on a Rank I certification in 
Environmental Education.  In addition, she is a facilitator 
for Projects WET and WILD.  Eastern Kentucky University 
Model Laboratory School 521 Lancaster Ave. Richmond, 
KY 40475 (859) 622-2373 teresa.viohl@eku.edu 
 
Douglas Wagoner is a chief guide at Green Earth Out-
doors.  He has been teaching others to enjoy the outdoors 
responsibly for over 18 years where he conducts sustain-
able outdoors trips, programs and trainings.  He is a Leave 
No Trace Master Educator and is nationally recognized for 
his outdoor ethics and conservation efforts.  Green Earth 
Outdoors P.O.Box 1117 Louisville, KY 40201 (502) 475-
7445 dwagoner@greenearthoutdoors.com 
 
Christa Weidner has been a naturalist at Jefferson Memo-
rial Forest since September, 2001.  She has been in the 
field of environmental education since 1994 working in 
Kentucky and South Carolina. P.O.Box 467 Fairdale, KY 
40118 (502) 366-5432 christa.weidner@louisvilleky.gov 
 
Ed Wilcox is the Environmental Education Program Coor-
dinator for the Foundation for Ohio River Education as well 
as the Cruise Director for PA Denny River Education Cen-
ter, FORE's floating classroom and laboratory. Foundation 
for Ohio River Education 5735 Kellogg Ave. Cincinnati, OH 
45228-1112 (513) 231-7719 ewilcox@orsanco.org 
 
Dr. Melinda Wilder serves as the Director of the Division 
of Natural Areas at Eastern Kentucky University.  She 
teaches undergraduate science methods courses and 
graduate environmental education endorsement classes.     
Eastern Kentucky University 105 Case Annex, 521 Lan-
caster Ave., Richmond, KY 40475 (859) 622-1476 
melinda.wilder@eku.edu 
 
Dr. Terry Wilson , Director for the Center for Mathematics, 
Science, and Environmental Education, Western Kentucky 
University.  179 Jones-Jaggers Hall, Bowling Green, KY 
42101, (270) 745-4424 Terry.Wilson@wku.edu 
 
Molly Woofter has been teaching AP Environmental 
Science for the past 7 years and has actively encouraged 
her students to take part in core content connected envi-
ronmental service learning projects. 3208 Ellis Way Louis-
ville, KY 40220 (502) 451-9573 
molly.woofter@jefferson.kyschools.us 
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Detailed Friday and Saturday Schedules 
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Kentucky Association for  
 

Environmental Education 
 

P.O. Box 17494 
 

Louisville, Kentucky 40217-0494 
 

www.kaee.org 
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Equipment accepted includes:  
 

Almost anything with a plug.   NO LARGE APPLIANCES OR WHITE GOODS. 

Televisions 
Computers 
Monitors 
Laptops 
Keyboards 
Mice 
Printers 

Scanners 
Modems 
Mainframes 
Hard Drives 
CD Roms 
Routers 
FAX Machines 

Printers 
Tape Players 
CD Players 
VCRs 
Elect. Games  
Telephones 
Cell Phones 

Office Equip.  
Medical Equip.  
Radios 
Stereos 
Rechargeable                      

 Batteries  
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 CONFERENCE PRESENTERS—CONT’D 
health initiatives that focus on the combination of built environ-
mental and public health.  NKY Health Department (859) 363-
2047 tommy.koopman@ky.gov 
 
Sonya Wood Mahler  is an aquatic education specialist for Ken-
tucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Resources and an inter-
preter at Land Between the Lakes. She is a life member and 
board member of KAEE and a certified environmental educator. 
144 N. Tanyard Road, Cadiz, KY 42211 (270) 584-4742 sonya-
woodmahler@yahoo.com 
 
Becky McCane has taught Biology and Ecology courses at the 
high school and college levels for the past 23 years.  She cur-
rently teaches for Bluegrass Community & Technical College in 
Lexington, KY.  She is also the coordinator for all Human Ecol-
ogy classes at BCTC. Bluegrass Community & Technical Col-
lege, 303 Oswald Bldg. 470 Cooper Dr., Lexington, KY 40506 
(859) 246-6442 becky.mccane@kctcs.edu 
 
Rae McEntyre is a former high school science teacher, and 
trained as an environmental biologist.  She currently works at the 
Kentucky Department of Education as the Assessment Liaison.   
She has worked with informal educators, providing advice 
around the use of Kentucky's curriculum documents in order to 
assist them in developing curricular materials that teachers will 
find beneficial. Kentucky Department of Education, 500 Mero 
Street, Frankfort, KY 40601 (502) 564-2106 
rae.mcentyre@education.ky.gov 
 
Doug McLaren is an Area Extension Specialist in Forestry with 
the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service. 223 
Thomas Poe Cooper Building, Lexington, KY 40546-0073 (859) 
257-2703 doug.mclaren@uky.edu 
 
Elizabeth McNullty  is the Agriculture Education Coordinator for 
the Kentucky Department of Agriculture. She has been busy the 
last few years promoting buying local through the department’s 
“Kentucky Proud” program. She educates children and teachers 
about where their food comes from through workshops across 
the state using the National Food, Land, and People curriculum, 
of which she is the state coordinator. 
 
Dr.  Donald R. Nims  is a counselor educator at Western Ken-
tucky University.  He is a registered play therapist with over 20 
years of experience working with children and adolescents.  He 
presents nationally and in state conferences using play therapy 
to work with children in crisis.  Western Kentucky University 
1439 Glenview Drive, Glasgow KY 42141 (270) 678-9686  
Donald.nims@wku.edu 
 
Ashley Osborne is a Senior Extension Associate for Environ-
mental and Natural Resouce Issues with the University of Ken-
tucky Cooperative Extension Service.  N122 Ag Science North, 
Lexington, KY 40546-0094 (859) 257-2505  
ashley.osborne@uky.edu 
 
Amanda Patrick , Scottsville native, has spent her entire career 
close to home, promoting activities and programs that help 
others learn to better understand and conserve the wonderful 
natural resources found in the beautiful state of Kentucky. With 
over 13 years of experience in outdoor related programming 
through a career that spans work with the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, Kentuckiana Girl Scouts, 4-H, Boy Scouts of America, 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters and more, Amanda currently works as the 
Environmental Education/Outreach Specialist at Wolf Creek Na-
tional Fish Hatchery, located in Jamestown, KY, with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. She is also a current board member for KAEE. 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery, 
50 Kendell Road, Jamestown, KY 42629 (270) 343-3797 
amanda_patrick@fws.gov 
 
Teddie Phillipson-Mower is the Director of the University of Louis-
ville Center for Environmental Education.  292 CEHD, University of 
Louisville, Louisville KY 40292 (502) 852-0791 
t0phil01@louisville.edu 
 
Jerry Raisor is a Kentucky River historian and Curator of the Ken-
tucky River Museum, located in Fort Boonesborough State Park. 
4375 Boonesboro Road, Richmond, KY 40475 (859) 527-3131 
jerry.raisor@ky.gov 
 
Karen Reagor is the director of the Kentucky NEED project.  She is 
a former elementary school teacher and has received the Presiden-
tial Award for Excellence in Science and Math Teaching and the 
Kentucky Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award for Energy 
Conservation. 
 
Christian Ryan-Downing is the Sustainability Coordinator for 
Western Kentucky University.  She works with administrators, stu-
dents, faculty and staff to reduce the university's footprint and ad-
vance a culture of sustainability at WKU.  She currently serves on 
the KAEE board. Western Kentucky University 1906 College 
Heights Blvd #11091 Bowling Green, KY 42101 (270)745-2508 
christian.ryan-downing@wku.edu 
 
Gary A. Rose is a member of the Bluegrass Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited and currently serves as program Chair.  Along with Mr. 
Broughman he has been instrumental in establishing the Trout in 
the Classroom project for Kentucky.   Mr. Rose is an independent 
insurance agent. Trout Unlimited 3166 Custer Drive, Lexington, KY 
40517 (859) 263-5889 arosegrose@alltell.net 
 
Maxine Rudder is the Education Director for Bluegrass PRIDE in 
Lexington, KY where she prepares educational units for K-12 edu-
cators and facilitates environmental education workshops.  She has 
been an Adjunct faculty member at Somerset Community College, 
Eastern Kentucky University and Kentucky Community and Techni-
cal College System, a K-12 teacher and school director.  She re-
ceived her M. Ed. in Biological Science Education from Eastern 
Kentucky University.  Maxine is also a facilitator of Population Con-
nection workshops in Kentucky. Bluegrass PRIDE 3120 Pimlico 
Pkwy. #126 Lexington, KY 40517 (859) 266-1572 
maxine@kentuckypride.com 
 
Elizabeth Robb Schmitz is the Environmental Education Specialist 
for the Division of Air Quality and the President of the Kentucky 
Association for Environmental Education.  Elizabeth educates 
people of all ages about the importance of air quality and simple 
steps that individuals can take to improve air quality and public 
health. Elizabeth is a certified non-formal environmental educator 
(CEE). Kentucky Division for Air Quality 200 Fair Oaks Lane, 1st 
floor, Frankfort, KY 40601 (502) 564-3999 elizabeth.robb@ky.gov 
 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Mary Kathryn Dickerson has worked for the Boone, Campbell and 
Kenton County Conservation Districts for 20 years. She is a biolo-
gist with an interest in native plants. She is a life member of KAEE 
and a certified Kentucky Environmental Educator. Boone, Campbell 
and Kenton County Conservation Districts, (859) 586-7903 or (859) 
635-9587 mkdickerson@nkcd.org 
 
Lauren Dowell  teaches students with Emotional and Behavioral 
Disabilities at the high school level. She loves her job and is quite 
upset when someone says, “Oh, bless your heart!” when hearing 
about what she does. She uses Environmental Education in the 
classroom to reach the hard to reach. Warren County Public 
Schools 915 Josephine, Bowling Green, KY 42101 (270) 991-4155  
Lauren.dowell@warren.kyschools.us 
 
James Fletcher  is currently a doctorate student at Spalding Univer-
sity working on his dissertation research.  He is also an Environ-
mental Science Teacher for Jefferson County Public Schools and 
serves as the Environmental Science Optional Program Director for 
Moore Tradition School.  Mr. Fletcher received his Masters in 
Teaching from Spalding University and received his Bachelor of 
Science in Biology from Samford University. 2248 Grinstead Dr. 
Louisville, KY 40204 (502) 451-8088 JamesLaw01@aol.com 
 
Robert L. Fraley is the President of Kentucky Hunter Education 
Association, loves the outdoors and primitive living (1750-1820 
period). He is an avid hunter education instructor and loves working 
with the youth. He also dabbles in blacksmithing and building primi-
tive firearms and equipment. 1620 Beechwood Rd. Owenton, KY 
40359 (502) 857-4842 khea@nraonline.com 
 
Tina Garland  is the Farm to School Coordinator for the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture. Farm to School is a new program com-
plimenting the “Kentucky Proud” program by linking local producers 
with school cafeteria coordinators, ensuring fresh local food for 
school children throughout the state. Tina has been working over 
the last few years in the department’s Mobile Science Activity Cen-
ter which travels to schools across the state teaching science and 
agriculture lessons.  
 
Julie Gee  has had a career as an environmental educator and 
naturalist.  Her love of the earth and education has led to forging 
the connection between people of faith and caring for creation. 420 
Old Bardstown Rd. Cave City, KY 42127 (270) 773-4773 
jbgee@scrtc.com 
 
Sara Gilbert is a certified non-formal educator who works for the 
Kentucky Division for Air Quality and has worked in the field for 
many years! Kentucky Division for Air Quality 875 South Main St. 
London, KY 40741 (606) 330-2080  
 
Emily Goldstein  is a senior in High School and Arctic Ambassador 
for the Louisville Zoo. She attended a leadership camp in 2007 to 
do research on polar bears and climate change. 1607 Washington 
Blvd. Louisville, KY 40424 (502) 426-4399 
 
April Haight is the Morehead State University Environmental Edu-
cation Director.  She has been actively involved with environmental 
education efforts on campus in her professional positions and vol-
unteer activities. She is a certified non-formal environmental educa-
tor.  Morehead State University Llyod Cassity 101A, Morehead, KY 
40351 (606) 783-2455 a.haight@moreheadstate.edu 

Becky Haltermon is the Solid Waste Education and Litter 
Abatement Coordinator for Boone County.  She is a certified 
environmental educator and has been spreading the word about 
proper disposal for all of her adult life.  Boone County Solid 
Waste (859) 334-3151 bhaltermon@boonecountyky.org. 
 
Dr. Carol Hanley , Director of the Tracy Farmer Center for the 
Environment. UK Cooperative Extension Service Specialist 212 
Scovell Hall, Lexington, KY 40546-0064 (859) 257-7180  
chanley@uky.edu 
 
Dr. Timothy S. Hare  is the Director of the Kentucky Center for 
Geospatial Education, Research, and Outreach (KCGERO).  He 
manages the Kentucky Height Modernization Program, which is 
updating Kentucky’s spatial data infrastructure and providing 
training and support for state and educational institutions and 
businesses. Morehead State University Llyod Cassity 100, More-
head, KY 40351 (606) 783-9436 t.hare@moreheadstate.edu 
 
Jamie Holtzapfel is the Storm Water Permit Compliance Man-
ager for Sanitation District No. 1 (SD1) of Northern Kentucky.  
Jamie oversees public education and outreach efforts such as 
Public Service Park field trips, partnerships with environmental 
organizations, educational presentations and SD1’s national 
award winning Environmental Unit that is taught in nearly every 
4th grade classroom in Northern Kentucky.  Sanitation District #1 
(859) 578-7450 x 6744 jholtzapfel@sd1.org 
 
Jenny Howard is the Environmental Education Specialist at the 
Kentucky Division of Water. She has been a KAEE Board mem-
ber for three years, and is a certified Kentucky environmental 
educator. Kentucky Division of Water, Nonpoint Source and 
Basin Team Section, 200 Fair Oaks Lane, 4th Floor, Frankfort, 
KY 40601 (502) 564-3410 jenny.howard@ky.gov 
 
Dr. Jeanine Huss teaches preservice elementary science stu-
dents at Western Kentucky University.  She is a Project WILD, 
WET, and PLT facilitator.  She also is a GLOBE facilitator.  She 
has served on the KAEE board the past two years and served as 
conference sessions co-chairperson this past year.  
 
Danielle Hutchins is the Program Manager for Environmental 
Education at Life Adventure Center.  She has worked in the 
Experiential/Environmental Education field for over twelve years 
in Kentucky, Tennessee and Alabama. Life Adventure Center of 
the Bluegrass 570 Milner Road Versailles, KY 40383 (859) 874-
3271 danielle@lacbg.com 
 
Dr. Kazi Javed , Director of the Kentucky State University Center 
for Environmental Education. Kentucky State University, Division 
of Math and Sciences, College of Arts & Sciences (502) 597-
6722 kazi.javed@kysu.edu 
 
Doug Keaton is the Russell Area Technology Center Electrical 
Technology Instructor who has devoted the past three years to 
researching and developing an educational program on renew-
able energy and energy efficiency.  
 
Tommy Koopman  is a Certified Health Education Specialist and 
Senior Health Educator at the Northern Kentucky Health Depart-
ment.  The Health Department is actively involved in community 
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General Butler State Resort Park -  
Amy Alsup, Jonee Brotz, Group Sales; 

Chef Eric R. Clippert, and the park staff. 
    

Keynote speaker, Melinda Hemmelgarn 
Singer, guitarist John Shortt 

Singer, guitarist Jeri Katherine Howell 
 

Our skilled Session Presenters 
 

 
 

Our diverse Exhibitors  
Our generous Sponsors  

 
All of the Silent Auction contributors   

and bidders ! 
 

The many volunteers  who helped in  
so many ways! 

 

 Welcome to the 33rd annual conference of the  
Kentucky Association for Environmental Education!   

 

     This conference is designed as a forum for both formal and non-formal educators to network 
and learn from each other as a means of professional development. Formed in 1976, KAEE is 
one of the country’s oldest associations supporting environmental education and the first affiliate 
of the North American Association for Environmental Education.   
     We’re excited about the diverse concurrent sessions available at conference this year.  As we 
all know, food is a necessity for all species. It is therefore disconcerting to witness the growing 
threats to food security. Here in Kentucky, we're faced with the 7th highest rate of adult obesity in 
the nation and the 4th highest of overweight youths. Disinformation from food industry officials 
clouds the issue. With all of the areas of concern, it is growing ever important for our species to 
become re-educated about what we're putting in our bodies. Now, for the good news: KAEE is 
pleased to have as this year's keynote speaker, Melinda Hemmelgarn, a registered dietician and 
award winning journalist who has over 25 years of experience dealing with public nutrition issues. 
Ms. Hemmelgarn will certainly enlighten and encourage us on our path toward wise food choices.  
     It is our hope that, through plenary speakers like Melinda and the array of concurrent sessions, 
you will gain new skills and techniques to add to your education toolkit. Non-formal educators 
should come away with a better sense of the needs and challenges that formal classroom teach-
ers face. Formal educators can learn that teaching about, and even within, the local environment 
can help them meet state learning standards. 
     The Board of Directors wants to make this an outstanding conference for you - please do not 
hesitate to ask questions or tell us if your needs aren't being met. Though the Board works ex-
tremely hard, we can do much more with our members' help. Please join us on Saturday at 9:15 
a.m. for Members Matter in the Mission. Everyone who attends the conference is a member and 
has something to contribute, so we hope to see you there! Without your support, and the generos-
ity of our donors, sponsors, and volunteers, this conference would not be possible. 

Supporters of the electronic recycling event: 
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Thanks to all who helped to make this conference po ssible! 
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Annual Meeting— The annual meeting of the Kentucky 
Association for Environmental Education, as required 
by the constitution, is held during the annual confer-
ence. Several activities throughout the conference will 
provide opportunities for members to learn more about 
the Association, as well as contribute ideas for the 
future. Be sure to attend Members Matter in the Mis-
sion on Saturday at 9:15 a.m. on the Conference Cen-
ter’s Terrace.  
 
Elections— Elections will be held for President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, and five board members. Nomi-
nees will be wearing purple ribbons on their name tags 
so you can easily spot them and get them talking about 
themselves! Voting members will receive a ballot in 
their conference registration packet. Ballots must be 
placed in the Ballot Box located at the elections table in 
the conference registration area by 12:15 p.m. on 
Saturday. Please sign the voting verification sheet  
on the elections table when you place your ballot i n 
the box. Information about the nominees is available 
on pages 8-13 and at the display on the elections table. 
Results of the election will be announced during the 
Awards Luncheon on Saturday. 
 
Your Conference Registration Fee Includes   
Conference registrations include one KAEE member-
ship for Oct. 1, 2009-Sept. 30, 2010. New this year: all 
four people enrolled under a group membership 
(Family, Institutional, and Corporate) receive member 
benefits, including voting privileges.  
Friday: All sessions (some special sessions require an 
additional fee), Lunch, Exhibit Fair, Dinner, John Shortt, 
and after dinner reception sponsored by KUPEE.  
Saturday: All sessions, Breakfast, Exhibit Fair, Awards 
Luncheon, KEEC-sponsored plenary session and 
snack. 
 
Registration— The registration area is located in the 
lobby of the Conference Center. Someone will be avail-
able to assist you throughout the conference. Look for 
conference committee members wearing the pale blue 
ribbons if you need assistance.  
 
Liability Waiver— By submitting your conference regis-
tration, you confirm that you participate in all KAEE 
Annual Conference activities at your own risk. Accord-

ingly, you agree to hold the KAEE Board, contractors, 
and agents harmless against all injury that you might 
suffer at any time during the conference.  
 
Photography Agreement— In submitting your confer-
ence registration and attending the KAEE Annual Con-
ference, you understand that photographs may be 
taken during the conference in which you are included 
and that these photographs may be used by KAEE for 
promotional purposes in print and on the World Wide 
Web.  
 
Graduate Credit & Professional Development— Stop 
by the conference registration desk to have documents 
signed or pick up a certificate of participation. You will 
receive credit only for time spent in sessions at the 
conference.  
 
Name Badges— Your name badge is your passport to 
all conference activities.  Please wear your name 
badge during the conference and return the holder to 
the conference registration area “Badge Box” before 
you leave. The special ribbons on the name badges will 
help you identify current and past KAEE officers and 
board members, as well as nominees for election to the 
board, presenters, exhibitors, award winners, and spe-
cial guests. New members have a musical note on their 
badge. Please help make them feel welcome!  
 
Meals and Special Event Tickets— Tickets for all four 
meals (Friday lunch and dinner; Saturday breakfast 
and lunch) are included with registration for those days. 
Extra tickets can be purchased at the registration desk. 
All meals will be served in the Conference Center.  
 
Meal Menus— Kentucky State Parks are a part of the 
growing movement to use foods grown close to home. 
Menus for the conference feature Kentucky Proud 
products and meals crafted to help reduce our environ-
mental footprint and support local agriculture.  
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Walt  Anderson   is currently the Vice President of Trout Unlim-
ited (TU) Louisville Chapter #476.  He has been a member of 
T.U. for 4 years.  He teaches fly casting and has taught fly fish-
ing merit badge for past for the last three years.  
 
Cecilia Baker  is the Director of Northern Kentucky University’s 
Center for Environmental Education and is a force for environ-
mental awareness in Northern Kentucky.  NKU Center for Envi-
ronmental Education BEP 160 Highland Heights, KY 41099 
(859) 572-1545 bakerc6@nku.edu 
 
Jonathan Barker  has a BS in Geology and Art from Morehead 
State.  He has worked the past three years for the Kentucky 
Division for Air Quality and also spent ten years with the Ken-
tucky Department of Parks.  He has conducted educational 
programming all over Kentucky and the Eastern US. Kentucky 
Division for Air Quality 1550 Wolohan Drive, Suite 1, Ashland, 
KY 41102 (606) 929-5285 jonathan.barker@ky.gov 
 
Dr. Joe Baust  is a Professor and the Director of the Center for 
Environmental Education. Murray State University. College of 
Education, 321 Alexander Hall, Murray, KY 42071 (270) 762-
2595 joe.baust@coe.murraystate.edu 
 
Billy Bennett is the Director of the Center for Environmental 
Education at Eastern Kentucky University.  He teaches graduate 
environmental education endorsement classes and is involved 
with NAAEE's preservice advisory council. Eastern Kentucky 
University 105 Case Annex, 521 Lancaster Ave., Richmond, KY 
40475 (859) 622-1476 william.bennett@eku.edu 
 
Cheryl Bersaglia is the Education Program Coordinator for the 
Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation District in Louis-
ville, Kentucky.   She has educated thousands of teachers, 
adults and children about soil and water through innovative 
programs and exhibits she has developed. Jefferson County Soil 
& Water Conservation District 4233 Bardstown Rd. Suite 100-A, 
Louisville, KY 40218 (502) 499-1900 
cheryl.bersaglia@ky.nacdnet.net 
 
Jimena Bertschi  is a Kentucky Certified Environmental Educa-
tor. 1126 Charles St. Louisville, KY 40204 (859) 797-2597 
LA_99M@yahoo.com 
 
Greg Brawner  and his family use organic and intensive grazing 
techniques and grow their own supplemental feed on their beau-
tiful 700 acre farm in the floodplain of the Ohio River. Can be 
contacted through Jake Schmitz 

Warner A. (Sandy) Broughman is an engineering graduate of the 
University of KY.  He has been consulting engineer for 40 years.  
He has been an active member of Trout Unlimited, serving on the 
National Board of Directors and all positions of the local chapter.  
He currently serves as Conservation Chair of the Bluegrass Chap-
ter of Trout Unlimited.  He brought the Trout in the Classroom pro-
ject to Kentucky. Trout Unlimited 3161 Custer Dr, Lexington, KY 
40517 (859) 271-1020 wabiii@prodigy.net 
 
Vickie Carson  is the public information officer at Mammoth Cave 
National Park and a 30 year veteran of the National Park Service. 
She works with all forms of media to publicize the world’s longest 
cave – with no advertising budget. Mammoth Cave National Park 
P.O. Box 7 Mammoth Cave, KY 42259 (270) 758-2192 
vickie_carson@nps.gov 
 
Brian Clark is the assistant director for Campus Recreation and the 
Adventure Program coordinator.  He is responsible for planning and 
leading a variety of outdoor trips including rock climbing, backpack-
ing and outdoor service learning projects. Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity 127 Student Rec Center, 521 Lancaster Ave., Richmond, KY 
40475 (859) 622-6887 brian.clark@eku.edu 
 
Dr. Sandra B. Conners became certified as a non-traditional envi-
ronmental educator by the KEEC in 2008. Most recently, Dr. Con-
ners has taught in the School of Business and Technology at East-
ern Kentucky University but has taught marketing, management 
and statistics courses at a number of universities. She holds a 
doctorate degree in business administration from Mississippi State 
University and an MBA in Marketing from Virginia Tech. Eastern 
Kentucky University 521 Lancaster Ave. Business & Technology 
Center 108, Dept. of AFIS, Richmond, KY 40475 (859) 622-1577 
sandra.conners@eku.edu 
 
Aloma Dew  works for the Sierra Club Water Sentinels Program 
and taught Kentucky History at Kentucky Wesleyan College for 
more than 15 years.  She is past chair of the Kentucky Environ-
mental Quality Commission and co-author of the book, Owensboro-
-The City on the Yellow Banks. Sierra Club 2015 Griffith Place East, 
Owensboro, KY 42301 (270) 685-2034 aloma.dew@sierraclub.org 
 
Charles B. Dickerson  is an Environmental Inspector for the Ken-
tucky Division of Waste Management. Kentucky Department for 
Environmental Protection, Division of Waste Management 8020 
Veterans Memorial Dr. Suite 110, Florence, KY 41042 (859) 525-
4923 charles.dickerson@ky.gov 

(Continued on page 36) 
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Meeting Room Locations— The Conference Center 
has three rooms (Kentucky, Bluegrass, and Com-
monwealth ) which will be opened into one large room 
for plenary sessions and meals. The conference center 
also has a covered Terrace  on the right side of the 
building. The Rec Center is the small building near the 
front of the Conference Center. The River Room and 
the Burley Room are both in the lodge, on the lower 
level. To the left of the lodge is a nearby building which 
houses the Woodland Room on the second story. 
Access to the Woodland Room is either via the outdoor 
staircase or via the main level of the lodge.  
 
Exhibit Fair - Commonwealth Room— Visit the ex-
hibitors to discover answers to the Exhibit Exploration 
Experience questionnaire in your conference registra-
tion packet. Turn it in at the registration area by 5:00 
p.m. on Saturday to be entered in a drawing for a spe-
cial exhibitor prize donated by our exhibitors.  
 
KAEE Books & More Store – Lobby of Conference 
Center— Visit the KAEE Books & More Store for those 
must-have educational resources, books, KAEE shirts, 
stickers, and other items.  Show your support for KAEE 
while picking up some great buys. The Store accepts 
cash, checks and Visa or MasterCard. The Books & 
More Store opens on Friday at 7:30 a.m. and closes at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday.  
 
Silent Auction - Commonwealth Room  
Donations for the Silent Auction may be brought to the 
registration desk. If desired, a receipt for your item will 
be provided, as donations may be tax deductible. For 
the Silent Auction, simply sign your name and your bid 
amount on the sheet next to the item. Minimum bids 
are posted for some items, and bids must be made in 
increments of whole dollar amounts. Bidding opens at 
9:00 a.m. on Friday and closes at 5:00 p.m. SHARP 
on Saturday. Winning bids will be posted and items 
will be released at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday. Payment in 
the form of a check, cash, Visa or MasterCard is due 
when you pick up your items. You, or your authorized 
representative, must be present to pay for and claim 
your silent auction items. All proceeds from the auction 
go to support KAEE programs.  
 
Mystery Table – Commonwealth Room 
Items from Kentucky are displayed on the table. Use 
the entry form in your packet and identify each item. If 
you need help identifying an item, you may find help in 
the Books and More Store! Turn in your completed 
entry form at the registration table by 5:00 p.m. on 
Saturday. Entries with the most correct answers will be 
placed in a drawing for a prize. A $45 gift certificate 

from Acorn Naturalists will be awarded for first place 
with other prizes for second place.  The Mystery Table 
opens on Friday at 7:30 a.m. and closes at 5:00 p.m. 
on Saturday.  
 
Evaluations— Evaluation forms are in your registration 
packet. Turn in your evaluation form at the conference 
registration area by 5:30 p.m. on Saturday. When you 
turn in your form, please sign the signature sheet. Do-
ing so will enter your name into the drawing for a com-
plimentary registration to the 2010 KAEE Conference 
to be held Sept. 17 & 18 in Cave City. If you forget to 
turn in your evaluation, mail it to Peggy Nims, 1439 
Glenview Dr., Glasgow, KY  42141. You won’t be eligi-
ble for the drawing, but we still value your comments! 
 
Member Skills Survey— Why not put your talents to 
work for KAEE? If you haven’t filled out a Skills Survey, 
or want to update your information, stop by the registra-
tion desk for a form. Please return the form to the con-
ference registration area by 5:30 p.m. on Saturday.  
 
Our Footprints Are Showing— The WKU Office of 
Sustainability is coordinating recycling of numerous 
items. Recycling containers are located in the registra-
tion area. If you receive items during the conference 
that you will not be able to use, drop them off in the 
Reuse Me Box . Turn in your name badge for reuse 
next year. To help reduce waste, bring and use a reus-
able coffee mug, water bottle, and tote bag. Confer-
ence materials were printed on recycled paper.  
  
Contact information for exhibitors, presenters and 
conference attendees— Contact information for all 
presenters, exhibitors, and sponsors registered by 
August 31 is on pages 35-39. Contact information for 
conference attendees who chose to participate will be  
e-mailed to all attendees after the conference. Be sure 
we have your correct e-mail address. If you do not 
have an e-mail address, let us know so we can mail a 
print copy to you.  
 
 

 

"HUMAN PROGRESS IS NEITHER AUTOMATIC NOR INEVI-
TABLE ... IT COMES ONLY THROUGH THE TIRELESS 
EFFORTS AND PASSIONATE CONCERN OF DEDICATED 
INDIVIDUALS ... THIS IS NO TIME FOR APATHY NOR 
COMPLACENCY. THIS IS A TIME FOR VIGOROUS AND 
POSITIVE ACTION." 
  ~ DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.  
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Officer Candidates 
President—Jenny Howard 
 

Jenny Howard, the current KAEE Vice President, is a true-blue Kentuckian - born and raised in 
the Bluegrass. With a love of kayaking and all of KY's waterways, Jenny is excited about her re-

cent transfer to KY's Division of Water as Environmental Education Specialist. 
For 3 1/2 years, she served Lake Barkley State Resort Park as Environmental 
Education Naturalist, offering her love of Kentucky’s natural wonders to visi-
tors and community alike. Before joining the Department of Parks, Jenny was 
Assistant to the Director at Murray State University's Center for Environmental 
Education. Jenny joined the Center in 2004 where she facilitated graduate 
and undergraduate environmental education workshops, conducted and mod-
eled environmental education lessons in area public schools, initiated and 
collaborated on campus-wide recycling education efforts, and participated in 
certification trainings for numerous environmental education curricula.  
 

Jenny has a Master's degree in Education with specialization in environ-
mental education and a Bachelor's degree in English and Writing, and is a 
Certified Environmental Educator with the KY Environmental Education Coun-
cil. She is also certified as a facilitator trainer in Project WILD, Project Learn-
ing Tree, Project WET, and Flying WILD, is a certified practitioner in the Leo-
pold Project, Project WILD Aquatic, Food, Land, and People, and WWF's 
Biodiversity Basics curricula. 

 
Vice-President—Sonya Wood Mahler 
 

Sonya Wood Mahler currently serves on the KAEE board and works for the Kentucky Department 
of Fish & Wildlife Resources as an Aquatic Education Specialist teaching youth and adults about 

fishing and boating. She also works as an interpreter at the Woodlands 
Nature Station in Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area. 
Past employment has included serving as an extension agent for 
twelve years in Florida and six years in Alabama. In Florida, she was a 
multicounty agent in marine and coastal education and in Alabama she 
was a regional extension agent in forestry, wildlife, and natural re-
sources. 
 
Sonya received a B.S. in Marine Biology (emphasis in marine mam-
mals) and Physics (emphasis in astronomy) from Auburn University in 
1982 and a B.S. in Secondary Science Education from Auburn Univer-
sity in 1983. She received a Masters Degree in Natural Resources and 
Environmental Education (emphasis in adult education) from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin at Stevens Point in 1992. Sonya enjoys travel, 
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photography, theater, bike riding, kayaking, SCUBA diving, gardening, hiking with Story, steamed 
shrimp, fresh raspberries, and ice box pecan pie.  She is a big fan of public libraries and public 
radio.  She is writing a book about her work in extension and her adventures on the Gulf Coast. 
 
Vice-President—Amanda Patrick 
 

A native of Scottsville, Kentucky, Amanda has spent her entire career close to home, promoting 
activities and programs that help others to better understand 
and conserve the natural resources found in Kentucky. After 
working at 3 different Army Corps of Engineers lakes in Ken-
tucky, Amanda began working as the Environmental Educa-
tion/Outreach Specialist at Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery 
in late November 2006. With over 12 years of experience in 
outdoor related programming through a career that spans 
work with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kentuckiana Girl 
Scouts, 4-H, Boy Scouts of America, Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
and more, Amanda’s time and talents serve to make a perfect 
win-win for the many quality outdoor opportunities that Wolf 
Creek provides for the local community, state and the South-

east region. Amanda earned a B.S. in Recreation and Park Administration from Western Kentucky 
University in Bowling Green, KY, has taken graduate courses through Campbellsville University in 
Campbellsville, KY and is working on a M.S. in Health Promotion through Mississippi State Uni-
versity as her current interests and passions lie heavily with the health aspects of connecting chil-
dren with nature. 
 

She is also a 2008 graduate of the Kentucky Environmental Education Council’s Nonformal Envi-
ronmental Educator Program and is a Certified Environmental Educator (CEE). Amanda has 
worked with the Kentucky Association for Environmental Education, the North American Associa-
tion for Environmental Education, the National Association for Interpretation and the National Rec-
reation and Park Association. When not working, Amanda is an outdoor enthusiast at heart and 
enjoys taking to the woods and streams to fish, kayak/canoe, hike, sketch and journal. 
 
Treasurer—Jennifer Adler 
 

Jennifer is a Certified Kentucky Environmental Educator who has just finished her first 2-year term 
on the KAEE Board of Directors. While on the board, she focused her energy on improving the 

already fabulous annual conferences. Jennifer’s first KAEE conference 
was in 2006. “I didn’t know too many people when I arrived, but I left with 
new friends and the knowledge that I wanted to be more involved with this 
organization. I have found that being a hard-working Board Member is a 
rewarding experience."  
 

Previously employed at the Kentucky Division for Air Quality, Jennifer is 
currently taking some time off of formal work to raise her daughter, chair 
this year's conference, and finish her Master of Science degree (focus on 
Ecology) from Eastern Kentucky University. She previously received a 
B.S. in Biology from Virginia Tech. When she can squeeze it in, she loves 
to swim, henna, cave, cook, and garden.   

Board Member Candidates—continued on next page 
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Nakia Brown—Board of Directors 
 

“Mrs. Brown goes Green!!!” has been the catchphrase in her classroom 
for the last couple of years. She is known throughout the school and 
possibly the county as the Green Teacher. She even went as far as to 
paint her classroom bright green to get her point across to her students. 
She enjoys incorporating environmental education into her class activi-
ties and units throughout the school year. She has been teaching for 
nine years in the Graves County School system. For the last five years 
she has taught science and language arts to sixth graders. She loves 
sharing her joy for learning with her students. 
 

She has been a member of KAEE for the past four years and presented at the conference for the 
past two years. To Nakia, KAEE is more than just an organization. She feels that KAEE embodies 
the fundamental values of nature, friendship, and environmental awareness. She feels that be-
coming a board member would allow her the opportunity to take more action and become an even 
stronger role model for her students. She wants to share ideas, gather ideas, and help wherever 
necessary. 
 
Lauren Dowell—Board of Directors 
 

Lauren Dowell works at Warren East High School in Warren County where 
she uses EE in the classroom to teach everything from algebra to zoology 
in her self-contained unit for students with emotional and/or behavioral 
disorders. She has seven years experience in our public schools and she's 
the proud recipient of WKU's EE endorsement. Lauren shares her knowl-
edge with other teachers through various state-level presentations relating 
EE to special needs students' outcomes. When Lauren was asked to sub-
mit a biographical sketch, she demonstrated personality through her free 
verse: 
         Candidate Lauren — Loves: bugs, bats and teaching kids.  
                 — Hopes to be on board. I like to wear shoes.  
                 — I have my original teeth. — And I teach EE.  
                      Proud to represent our Commonwealth! 
 
Chris Hunter—Board of Directors 
 

As a potential board member for KAEE, Chris’ outdoor educational 
experience would be an asset to the organization. He can help teach-
ers get their students outdoors and into nature. He has been in love 
with nature ever since growing up on a farm near Cincinnati. He ex-
plored creeks, ponds, meadows, forests, hills and valleys and still 
loves visiting parks and nature preserves. Experiencing the outdoors 
gives him a real sense of awe. In 2001, he decided to pursue his pas-
sion as a career. His goal was to share the wonders of nature with 
others. He attended Hocking College and studied Natural and Histori-
cal Interpretation. This awesome curriculum taught him the natural 
sciences and how to present environmental education programs.  
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4:15-5:00 pm 
Greening of the Church:  Creation Care in Your 
Congregation 
Julie Gee 
 

The connection between people of faith and steward-
ship of the earth is a natural one. How can our 
churches show their care for God’s creation?  What 
are some easy ways to get started? This session will 
review green practices that can be adopted by any 
congregation to start down the road of creation care. 
Conference Center— Bluegrass Room 

SATURDAY  SESSIONS 
4:15-5:00 pm 
Teaching in the Outdoors:  Combining Skills 
with EE Practices  
Billy Bennett, Dr. Melinda Wilder, and Brian Clark 
 

This session will describe how outdoor education 
skills development and environmental education 
issues investigations could be combined into a ser-
vice learning experience for both teachers and rec-
reation professionals. The materials, methods and 
assessments will be shared with the audience. Rec 
Center 

Acorn Naturalists 
     Jenny Ribgy 
 
Amanda Patrick 
 
Barren River Lake State Resort Park 
     Monica Conrad 
 
Baylor University 
     Melissa L. Mullins 
 
Bluegrass PRIDE 
     Maxine Rudder 
 
Council for Environmental Education 
     Grace A. Taupo 
 
Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve 
     Tavia P. Cathcart 
 
Eastern Kentucky PRIDE 
     Jennifer Johnson 
 
Elk Creek Vineyards 
     Rachel DuFour 
 
Environmental Concern, Inc. 
     Karleen Vollherbst 
 
Facing the Future 
     Dave Wilton 

First Hand Learning, Inc. 
     David Hartney 
 
Friends of Wolf Creek National Fish 
Hatchery, Inc. 
     Johnna Stearns 
 
Green Earth Outdoors 
     Douglas Wagoner 
 
Green Teacher 
     Tim Grant  
 
Jennifer Adler 
 
Jeannie Melchior 
 
Kentucky Association of Conservation      
District Employees 
     Jennifer Hardwick 
 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture, 
Agriculture Education Program 
     Elizabeth McNulty 
 
KY Division of Forestry 
     Belinda Smith  
 
Kentucky State Nature Preserves Com-
mission 
     Alice Mandt 

Lauren Dowell 
 
Life Adventure Center of the Bluegrass 
     Danielle Hutchins 
 
Lindsey Wilson College 
     Dr. Tricia M. Day 
 
Mammoth Cave National Park, Envi-
ronmental Education 
     Cheryl Messenger 
 
Maryville College 
     Kim Trevathan 
 
Pennyrile State Resort Park 
     Peter Bowles 
 
Tim Horton Camp Kentahten 
     Carrie Patterson 
 
Trout Unlimited 
     George Smith 
 
Vital Communities 
     Steve Glazer 
 
We Can! 
     Alexis Rourk 
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2:15 – 4:00 
Incorporating Leave No Trace Outdoor Ethics in 
Environmental Education 
Douglas Wagoner 
 

This session will discuss and demonstrate ways to 
teach and practice the Principles of Leave No Trace 
in the classroom, on field trips and other outings 
with students, family, friends or groups that allow 
enjoyment of the outdoors responsibly.  Meet on 
Terrace of Conference Center 
 
2:15 – 5:00 
Flying WILD—Integration of Geography With 
Bird and Population Education 
Timothy Hare and April Haight  
 

This workshop will focus on utilizing birds and hu-
man population to teach geography and other content 
areas.  All participants will be certified as Project 
Flying WILD educators. Lodge—Burley Room 
 
3:15 - 4:00 pm 
Dietary Choice Effects on Global Warming:  Con-
scious and Conscientious Eating 
Dr. Sandy Conners 
 

How diets containing meat/animal products increase 
global warming and trends in vegetable-based diets 
will be examined. Results of a survey of Kentucky 
environmental educators' awareness of dietary 
choices on global warming will be presented. Educa-
tional strategies will be explored.  Conference Cen-
ter—Kentucky Room 
 
3:15 - 4:00 pm 
We can!  Learn More About Helping Kiddos Get 
Healthy and Happy 
Amanda Patrick 
 

We can! (Ways to Enhance Children’s Activity & 
Nutrition) is a national program designed for fami-
lies and communities to help children maintain a 
healthy weight. It focuses on three important behav-
iors: improved food choices, increased physical ac-
tivity and reduced screen time. We Can! provides 
helpful resources that you can start using today to 
help prevent childhood obesity. A variety of organi-

zations have joined We Can! and are making a dif-
ference in the lives of families across the country. 
Come learn more about the program and the myriad 
of great FREE resources, including a curriculum 
toolkit and ways to tie in the outdoors!  Conference 
Center—Bluegrass Room 
 
3:15 – 5:00 
I Have it, But Can Teachers Use it? 
Rae McEntyre 
 

Teachers are constantly looking for methods and 
activities that will make their content relevant and 
come alive.  This is where nonformal educators can 
be a great resource.  How do they know, though, if 
what they have to offer is applicable to what teachers 
are mandated to cover?  This session, specifically 
designed for nonformal educators, will help in an-
swering this all-important question. Woodland Room 
 
3:15 – 5:00 
Engaging Kids in the Outdoors—Developing 
Community Partnerships With Your School 
Tonya Swan and Christa Weidner 
 

This session will give nonformal educators and 
teachers a guide to developing programs that involve 
community groups in the classrooms and connect 
students to local natural areas as well as those of 
their state. A “tool kit” will be provided to each par-
ticipant. Lodge—River Room 
 
4:15-5:00 pm 
Populations, Predators, and Parasites, Oh My!  
Molly Woofter 
 

Learn about various Core Content connected lab 
activities I use in my AP Environmental Science and 
Biology classroom that encourage students to use 
higher level problem solving skills while applying 
ecological concepts to hands on activities. Partici-
pants will be given a CD-Rom containing the activi-
ties in MS Word format. Conference Center—
Kentucky Room 

 

(Continued on page 31) 
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His career has been a learning adventure since graduating in 2003. Chris interned that summer 
leading nature hikes in Aspen, Colorado. The next four years were spent as a naturalist at Land 
Between the Lakes NRA in western Kentucky! His job was to give visitors really cool, first-hand 
learning experiences immersed in nature. Chris led hikes, caught pond critters, explored wet-
lands, went canoeing, viewed wildlife, and presented a variety of environmental education school 
programs in the outdoors. 
 

In 2008, he began a new job as an educator with the Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Re-
sources. He is based at Salato Wildlife Center. 
 
Jeanine Huss—Board of Directors 
 

Dr. Jeanine Huss has taught at Western Kentucky University the past four 
years. She enjoys teaching pre-service elementary students, especially 
when she is able to incorporate environmental education into her science 
methods classes. As a Project WILD, Project WET, Project PLT, and Popu-
lation Connection facilitator, she offers workshops to her students so they 
can take these materials into their future classrooms. Each semester she 
takes students to visit Mammoth Cave and Cheryl Messenger at the Envi-
ronmental Education Center so they can better appreciate the benefits of 
teaching in an outdoor and place-based setting. 
 

Jeanine served on the KAEE board the past two years as the Presentations Committee Co-
Chairperson. This meant designing and accepting proposals, sending out acceptance letters and 
placing people in rooms for the fall conference. She would like to continue on the KAEE board to 
help further promote environmental education in the K-12 setting in south central Kentucky. 
Jeanine believes nonformal educators have great resources and knowledge that should be 
shared with K-12 teachers for the benefit of future generations. 
 
Danielle Hutchins—Board of Directors 
 

Danielle Hutchins learned to love the outdoors at an early age. Conserving the family’s well water 
during drought and spreading coffee grounds and egg shells over the soil in her grandmother’s 
garden brought Danielle a deeper understanding of her impact on the environment around her.  
 

Danielle graduated from U.K. with a degree in Agricultural Public Service and Leadership and is 
pursuing her nonformal environmental education certification. Although a Kentucky native, she 
has followed her passion for experiential education across the country, working in various adven-
ture and environmental education programs in Colorado, Alabama, and Tennessee.  
 

After returning home to Kentucky, she began working at Life Adventure Center of the Bluegrass 
(LAC) in Versailles. With the help of wonderful partnerships, Dan-
ielle developed and piloted an environmental education program at 
LAC and became a member of KAEE. In 2009, Danielle became 
the first program manager for LAC’s new Environmental Education 
Program.  
 

When not working in the woods, you can find Danielle hiking, 
mountain biking, horseback riding, or in her kayak. She is a Wilder-
ness First Responder, lifeguard, and has been trained in many 
other aspects of safety and rescue. Danielle is a member of several 

Continued on next page 
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conservation organizations and a member of KRPS. She is a Project Learning Tree, WET, Wild, 
and Wild Aquatic Facilitator Trainer. Danielle loves to share new and exciting ideas with others in 
the environmental education community and has presented workshops on teambuilding and lead-
ership development, low ropes, and outdoor environmental education at many conferences. 
 
John LeFevre—Board of Directors 
 

John LeFevre is an Educational Financial Analyst for the Kentucky De-
partment of Education (KDE). John is responsible for collecting annual 
financial reports from Kentucky’s 174 school districts and for ensuring 
that school district deposits are properly protected by banks and from 
employees. Before coming to KDE, John spent the better part of five 
years working with the Kentucky Environmental Education Council 
(KEEC) and helped coordinate many agency initiatives and projects, in-
cluding Kentucky’s Nonformal Certified Environmental Educator Program 
and Project WET. Prior to his employment with state government, John 
held various positions with Forcht Bank, BB&T, and Prudential. John is a 
graduate of Brescia College with a degree in Finance and Economics and holds a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree from Western Kentucky University. 
 
Alice Mandt—Board of Directors 
 

In 2002, Alice received her degree in Natural Resources Conservation 
and Management from the University of Kentucky and began working 
as a Natural Resource Specialist for a local consulting company, 
Athenic Systems. For the past five years, she has been working as an 
Environmental Technologist with the Kentucky State Nature Preserves 
Commission. 
 

Some of her favorite projects have been serving as the event planner 
for the Short’s Goldenrod Festival and working as a project manager 
for Save Kentucky’s Hemlocks. “Traveling to some of the most beauti-
ful areas in the state has given me an appreciation for the uniqueness of Kentucky and a desire to 
commit my lifetime to its conservation,” says Alice. 
 
Peggy Nims—Board of Directors 
 

“I’m committed to KAEE's mission to create a sustainable environment. As we move forward into 
the twenty-first century, it is critical that each of us understands, appreciates and protects our 
Commonwealth's unique and rich natural heritage,” states Peggy.  
 

Peggy serves as the Education Director for the American Cave Con-
servation Association where she develops and facilitates karst (cave 
and groundwater) hands-on learning centers and leads the off-trail 
ecology tours. She is a certified environmental educator and a gradu-
ate of Freed-Hardeman and Lipscomb Universities. Presently, she 
serves on KAEE's conference committee. Appointed to the board of 
directors in 2006, she is seeking a full two-year term. 
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barrels will also be shared. Whether you are inter-
ested in making rain barrels as a class project or to 
use at home, this session will equip you with all the 
necessary information. Lodge—Burley Room 
 
2:15 – 3:00 
Four-day School Week: Financial and Environ-
mental Impacts / Savings 
James Fletcher 
 

Presenting the latest in research and direction in 
environmental trends within schools using the four-
day week. Providing current data from schools that 
have shortened their school week to save money and 
reduce resource usage. Administrators and leaders in 
education will find this particularly helpful. Hand-
outs will be provided. Woodland Room  
 
2:15 – 3:00 
Nature Journaling for a Sense of Place 
Dr. Jeanine Huss 
 

Learn some creative techniques to aid in nature jour-
naling, including making a scientific diagram from a 
digital picture. Participants are welcome to bring 
their cameras and colored pencils and water color 
paints. A short discussion of sense of place will also 
occur. Lodge—River Room 
 
2:15 – 4:00 
Renewable Energy Technologies 
Doug Keaton and Karen Reagor  
 

Renewable energy sources like sunlight, wind and 
biomass are solutions to global warming.  However, 
they require technology readiness. Learn about re-
newable energy production, entry-level strategies 
and the science behind renewable energy production. 
Rec Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 30) 

9:15 – 12:00 
Kentucky Quest 
Ashley Osborne and Doug McLaren 
 

Do you love a good scavenger hunt? Are you an old 
pro at geocaching? If you answered yes to either 
question then this is the session for you. Learn what 
a quest is and how to create your own. 
Lodge—River Room 
 
9:15 – 12:00 
More Than Just a Walk in the Woods 
Danielle Hutchins 
 

Strap on your hiking boots and explore new interac-
tive activities and how to implement them in your 
traditional/non-traditional classroom. Participants 
will leave with interactive hiking cards and a desire 
to make their hikes “more than just a walk in the 
woods.” Meet in Lobby of Conference Center 
 
10:15-11:00 am 
A Student’s Perspective on Learning How Cli-
mate Change is Affecting the World 
Emily Goldstein 
 

A presentation on one student's experiences studying 
climate change and the subsequent education of her 
peers. Will demonstrate how teaching students to 
learn about environmental issues can be enhanced by 
helping them relate to the issues.  Conference Cen-
ter—Kentucky Room 
 
10:15 – 12:00 
Fly Tying, Fly Casting, Fly Fishing 
George Smith and Walt Anderson 
 

There will be a short demonstration on fly tying and 
then a class on fly casting. After lunch we will meet 
in the lake for those who would like to try what they 
have learned. Woodland Room 
 
11:15 – 12:00 
Water Conservation in a Barrel 
Becky McCane 
 

This demonstration will show participants how to 
make a rain barrel out of relatively inexpensive ma-
terials. Ideas about how to creatively paint the rain 

SATURDAY  SESSIONS 
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9:15-10:00 
Members Matter in The Mission 
Members of the KAEE Board of Directors 
 

Join the KAEE Board of Directors for 45 minutes of 
brain-storming, volunteer opportunities, and net-
working. We are a 15-member, hard-working board 
and we could do so much more with your help. Sev-
eral board members will be there to explain what we 
do, ask for your ideas, and seek volunteers. All of 
this is easier to do face-to-face. Our members do 
matter and we want to hear from you! Meet on the 
covered Terrace of the Conference Center. 
 
9:15-10:00 
The Kentucky University Partnership for Envi-
ronmental Education (KUPEE):  Partners in Pro-
moting Environmental Literacy and Advancing 
Environmental Education 
Teddie Mower, Dr. Terry Wilson, Dr. Joe Baust, 
Carol Hanley, Dr. Kazi Javed, Dr. Melinda Wilder, 
Billy Bennett, April Haight,  and Cecilia Baker 
 

KUPEE is a unique partnership between all eight 
state universities in Kentucky.  Join us in a discus-
sion about our experiences in establishing and sus-
taining this statewide network. Share your thoughts 
about the role higher education should play in estab-
lishing environmental education. Conference Cen-
ter—Kentucky Room 
 
9:15-10:00 
Raising Trout in the Classroom and Releasing 
Them in Wild Streams 
Sandy Broughman and Gary A Rose 
 

The session will cover the installation, maintenance, 
and use of a chilled aquarium in the classroom to 
rear trout from eggs to fry. The session will cover 
some suggested lesson plans, nuts and bolts of run-
ning the aquarium, field trips and outside resources 
for the classroom. A brochure about the program, 
web site, and other materials will be made available 
to participants.   Woodland Room 
 
 
 
 

9:15 – 11:00 
The Mystery Beneath Your Feet:  The Soil Eco-
system 
Cheryl Bersaglia 
 

Explore a living soil ecosystem! This session in-
cludes hands-on activities concerning soil biology 
and mycology, properties of soil, soil formation, 
food webs, life cycles of soil organisms and much 
more! Educators of all grade levels and adults will 
come away with the background knowledge, re-
sources including a PowerPoint and photos, activity 
materials, and experiment instructions to make learn-
ing about soil more exciting and meaningful. Partici-
pants will receive instructions for constructing and 
caring for a classroom-size Soil Eco-Tank made 
from an aquarium. The contained living soil ecosys-
tem may be used as an ongoing exhibit or classroom 
study project. Activities are aligned with Kentucky 
Core Content.  Conference Center—Bluegrass Room 
 
9:15 – 11:00 
Curriculum for a Crowded World 
Maxine Rudder 
 

Engage in some of the most popular activities Popu-
lation Connection has created for the classroom and 
nature center that build understanding of human 
ecology, while promoting environmental steward-
ship. Demonstrated activities include games, role-
playing simulations and problem-solving challenges. 
Free CD-Rom of activities. Lodge—Burley Room 
 
9:15 – 12:00 
Play Activities for Hard to Reach Kids 
Dr. Donald R. Nims and Lauren Dowell 
 

All students need to be responsible members of soci-
ety. This presentation presents a model for using 
play activities including art, sand tray and puppets to 
meet both developmental and educational goals for 
all learners.  Rec Center 
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Sarah Talley—Board of Directors 
 

Sarah has always had a heart for environmental education. From counseling at a nature day 
camp in college to interning with the Student Conservation Association, her interest in environ-

mental education has led her all over the U.S. In 1999 it led her to 
Kentucky and Mammoth Cave National Park, where she was an 
interpretive park guide for several seasons. Sarah also spent one 
season working for the park’s Environmental Education office. It 
was during this time that she first became a member of Kentucky 
Association for Environmental Education (KAEE) and attended her 
first KAEE conference, which inspired her to become a formal class-
room teacher.  
 

After completing a teacher certification program, Sarah taught 7th 
grade science at Barren County Middle School for three years. Dur-
ing this time, she worked to bring more environmental education 
into the school’s classrooms. After three years in the classroom, 
Sarah found that she missed full time environmental education! She 

decided to go back to Mammoth Cave National Park and currently works in the Environmental 
Education division at the park. 
 

For the past 2 years, Sarah has served on KAEE’s Board of Directors, planning KAEE profes-
sional development activities and assisting with the conferences. She has enjoyed working 
with such a talented group of people and has been inspired by the level of knowledge, experi-
ence, and passion of her fellow board members. She hopes that her enthusiasm and love of 
environmental education will continue be an asset to the KAEE Board of Directors. 

ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS WILL JOIN A CORE TEAM OF  
HARD-WORKING VOLUNTEERS FROM ALL OVER KENTUCKY. 

KAEE BOARD MEMBERS SERVE TWO YEARS AS THEY WORK 
TO PROVIDE STRONG LEADERSHIP FOR THE ORGANIZATION 

AND IMPROVE ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION EFFORTS  
THROUGHOUT THE STATE.  

 
IF YOU’D LIKE TO BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT FOR NEXT 
YEAR, PLEASE VISIT THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PAGE  

ON OUR WEBSITE:  
WWW.KAEE.ORG . 

BOARD MEMBER CANDIDATES  ~ CONTINUED 
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Winner of the Outstanding Individual Award—Amanda P atrick 
 

 Amanda is the Environmental Education/Outreach Specialist at Wolf 
Creek National Fish Hatchery. Although she performs that job amazingly well 
by continually offering a slew of wonderful programs, it only begins to explain 
the phenomenal job she does in advancing environmental education through-
out Kentucky. Amanda helped to bring We Can! (Ways to Enhance Children's 
Activity & Nutrition) to Kentucky. We Can! is a national education program 
designed to help children stay at a healthy weight. To further the goals of We 
Can!, she helped to organize a community gathering of mayors, physicians, 
and key stakeholders including the Kentucky Environmental Education Coun-
cil, KAEE, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. This is just 
one example of her ability to work with diverse groups to accomplish a task.  
 Amanda has been a strong asset while serving on the KAEE Board of 
Directors, always willing to enthusiastically help out. Any task that she is in-
volved with is completed professionally and on time. She has a thoroughly 
busy and diverse background in environmental and outdoor education. 
Amanda is easily described as well-rounded and well-connected! 
 Her upbeat attitude and willingness to help are evident to anyone who 
has spent time around her. Amanda's friendliness and kind words lift up everyone within earshot! As 
we all know, teaching and planning new programs is hard work, but Amanda always seems to stay 
fresh and excited to tackle the next project. Kentucky is lucky to have Amanda on its side!  
�
Winner of the Outstanding Program Award—Grant Count y Middle School, Mrs. Kelli 
Lee's 3rd hour class 
 

 At the close of the last academic year, each of the eight state university’s Centers for Envi-
ronmental Education chose three schools and identified the three teachers to train and participate in 
the Earth Force model of Community Action and Problem Solving (CAPS). Kelli Lee from Grant 
County Middle School happily jumped on board.  
 When she started working with her 3rd hour class, there was no turning back. They first iden-
tified the community in which they would work 
(their school), conducted inventories to learn of 
their school's strengths and weaknesses, and 
finally picked an issue. They chose to tackle 
paper recycling, since so much waste was be-
ing produced and nothing was being done to 
minimize the amount of paper leaving school 
grounds. The students then researched policy 
and community practice to understand how and 
why existing procedures were in place. They 
found out that their project must be completed 
without additional cost to the school. They con-
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3:30-4:15 
Reducing the Carbon Footprint of WKU 
Through Education and Conservation 
Christian Ryan-Downing  
 

Western Kentucky University is much like a small 
city, serving over 20,000 students, faculty and staff. 
Learn how WKU is reducing energy use through 
collaboration and engagement of all campus commu-
nity members - students, faculty, and staff - even 
while the campus grows in size and population. 
Through use of the campus as a "living laboratory", 
WKU is reducing its carbon footprint while provid-
ing students with the skills they need to be prepared 
to meet the challenges facing society today.  Confer-
ence Center—Bluegrass Room 
 
3:30-4:15 
Why History is Important for Environmental 
Literacy 
Aloma Dew 
 

Learn about the connection between Kentucky his-
tory and environmental issues and how our geology 
and geography have determined not only our history 
and sociology, but the environmental abuses we are 
suffering. This discussion includes statistics, re-
sources, writers, and books which help us to under-
stand our history and our relationship to the land. 
Teachers, especially those who teach Kentucky his-
tory, will come away with a wealth of information 
and ideas. Rec Center 
 
3:30 – 5:15 
Ohio River Education Makes a Splash and You 
Can Too! 
Ed Wilcox 
 

Since its inception, the Foundation for Ohio River 
Education (FORE) has positively impacted students: 
they better understand the Ohio River and are more 
likely to take care of it. Learn about FORE's PA 
Denny River Education Center and participate in a 
hands-on activity involving aquatic macroinverte-
brates. See FORE's program outcomes and learn 
about resources for building your own program. 
Woodland Room 
 

4:30 – 5:15   
Buying Local Food—Kentucky Proud 
Elizabeth McNulty and Tina Garland 
 

This session will inform consumers why and where 
they can buy locally-grown food. This is not only 
important because it supports local farmers and the 
local economy but also helps with being more 
“green” as the food is not transported from all over 
the country and world. Informing consumers of 
where to buy local food will also expose them to 
fresher food and to venues that offer other services 
such as educational tours and family oriented activi-
ties. Rec Center 
 
4:30 – 5:15  
Introducing— Mammoth Cave:  A Way to Wonder 
Vickie Carson 
 

Mammoth Cave: A Way to Wonder, is a new way to 
learn about Mammoth Cave. This one hour HD 
documentary on Mammoth Cave National Park fo-
cuses on history, science, the arts, and human stories 
interwoven into the life of the land that has become a 
national park. The film is a partnership project be-
tween WKYU-PBS of Bowling Green, Mammoth 
Cave National Park and the Friends of Mammoth 
Cave National Park. Lodge—Burley Room  
 
4:30 – 5:15  
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle…and Learn Before You 
Burn! 
Jonathan Barker 
 

This session will explain the rules surrounding what 
can and cannot be burned, engaging students in a 
thoughtful reflection of how and why cultural prac-
tices must often change over time. We will engage in 
an experiential activity for grades 3-8 that focuses on 
science and social studies core content. Lodge—
River Room 
 

 
 
 

(Continued on page 28) 
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1:30—2:15 pm 
Drivers, Start Your Engines 
Sara Gilbert 
 

Geared for grades 4-12, this activity is relevant for 
math, social studies, and science core content. Apply 
the scientific method to conduct a tailpipe sock test, 
and then participate in an experiential activity that 
will put fuel economy, carpooling, and riding the bus 
in perspective…literally! Rec Center 
 
1:30-3:15 pm   
No Community Left Inside 
Danielle Hutchins 
 

Looking for fun and creative ways to introduce your 
community to environmental education? In this ses-
sion participants will learn how to develop, market, 
and evaluate environmental programming. Come 
ready to learn new ideas and participate in a variety 
of hands-on activities. Conference Center—Kentucky 
Room 
 
1:30-3:15 pm    
Greening Spaces: How to Go Green Every Day 
Cecilia Baker, DJ Scully, Becky Haltermon, Mary 
Kathryn Dickerson, Jamie Holtzapfel, Tommy 
Koopman, and Elizabeth Robb Schmitz 
 

Greening Spaces:  a presentation for everyone cover-
ing all aspects of going green. With seven expert 
speakers, Greening Spaces provides easy tips for 
everyday environmental practices. Attendees will 
leave with CDs of resources about waste disposal, 
air, water, health, and natural habitats. Conference 
Center—Bluegrass Room 
 
1:30-3:15 pm 
Louisville Environmental Youth Summit:  Re-
leasing the Potential of EE Partners 
Teddie Phillipson-Mower, Julie Shinton-Fried, 
Brent Fryear, Russ Barnett, Kandris Goodwin, 
Donna Griffin and preservice teacher mentors 
 

We will share our partnering story about the Louis-
ville Environmental Youth Summit program, the 
climate change inquiries the students engaged in, the 
impact on student environmental literacy, and what 

we learned.  We want to hear your ideas for further 
development. Woodland Room 
 
1:30 – 4:30 
Organic Dairy Farm Tour:  Meet Happy Cows! 
($10) (3 hour field trip) 
Jake Schmitz and Greg Brawner 
 

If you are interested in learning more about what 
organic agriculture is and what it looks like in prac-
tice, this field trip is for you! Get out on a real or-
ganic and pasture-based dairy farm, pet happy cows, 
and sample organic milk and cheese produced the 
way nature intended. Participants will be invited to 
bring their students back to the farm - appropriate for 
all ages K-U. It is especially relevant to disciplines 
of science, agriculture, and social science. Bring 
shoes that can get wet or muddy and come prepared 
for the weather. There will be shelter if needed due 
to weather, but a component of this excursion will be 
visiting a dairy pasture. Participants will carpool. 
Pre-registration required. Fee $10. Meet in the 
lobby of the Conference Center—look for signs. 
 
3:30-4:15 
Job Readiness as a New Vehicle for Environ-
mental Education 
Jimena Bertschi  
 

EE still doesn't reach all audiences; thus, how can 
EE be broadened? Create wider public support? 
Form partnerships? Provide a change in society? Job 
readiness is an interdisciplinary vehicle which helps 
young adults transition to adulthood. By incorporat-
ing environmental concepts in construction and land-
scaping industries, EE reaches an urban demographic 
providing  young adults with job skills and making 
them environmental stewards. The session will intro-
duce an interdisciplinary approach to EE which can 
become a model for government agencies, organiza-
tions, and school programs.   Conference Center—
Kentucky Room 
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 tacted Abitibi as the best company to handle paper recycling. Although Abitibi didn’t service Grant 
County, the students helped to convince Abitibi to give them the opportunity. Abitibi agreed, but only if 
all of the schools in Grant County participated. Not only did all of Grant County Schools agree, but 
they also brought on board some of the local businesses!  
 The students didn’t stop there. They created jingles to put on a local radio commercial, ap-
peared on a local access TV channel, arranged for promotional paper drives, and worked to get dona-
tions for bins in each of the classrooms. Thanks to Mrs. Lee and her students, paper is now being re-
cycled instead of being hauled to the local landfill. Moving beyond this project, they also decided to 
sign up as a candidate school for the KY Green and Healthy Schools program. The team-work, moti-
vation, and hard-working spirit of the students can be a lesson to us all. Mrs. Lee is planning to con-
tinue the Earth Force process at Grant County because she saw how valuable this program was in her 
classroom, especially to her students. Grant County, Mrs. Lee, and all of her wonderful students share 
a vision for a better place to live! 
 
Winner of the Outstanding Organization Award—Toyota  Motor Manufacturing, Ken-
tucky, Inc. (TMMK) Environmental Education Center |  Nature Trail 
 

 Since its inception in 2007, more than 3000 students have participated in the Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing, Kentucky, Inc. (TMMK) Environmental Education Center and Nature Trail. The environ-
mental education center is located on the site where nearly 500,000 vehicles are manufactured each 
year in TMMK’s zero-landfill facility. Students are welcomed with a mile-long nature trail packed with 
educational activities that incorporate KERA (Kentucky Education Reform Act) standards, as well as 
those set by the North American Association for Environmental Education. Students learn how TMMK 
works hard to protect the air, water, and land through various stewardship activities, while also discov-
ering the benefit of native forbs, the defensive nature of bluebirds, and the historical significance of 
Kentucky ‘cane’. Schools often have lunch here, and afterwards a lesson teaches each student how to 
sort their waste the same way Toyota team members do everyday. 
 To help students prepare in the classroom prior to their field trip, TMMK partnered with Blue-
grass PRIDE in 2007 to design a complementary KERA- aligned curriculum for grades 4 - 8. In early 
2008, a group of high school teachers were selected to complete the lineup by organizing a curriculum 
for grades 9 - 12. Core-content is built into multiple hands-on activities, along with real life connections 
to TMMK. Activities are condensed into four units- Water, Waste, Energy, and Air- with each designed 
to broaden awareness of environmental issues, stewardship, and science. 
 In fall 2008, TMMK began offering transportation reimbursements up to $300 for visiting 
schools that demonstrate interest in environmental education and have significant financial disadvan-
tage. Reimbursements are funded from profits generated from TMMK's Visitor Center Gift Shop. Other 
outreach activities have included promotion at the Kentucky State Fair, programs at local schools, 
professional development workshops for teachers, and a field day hosting 120 second graders. 
 Ongoing partnerships continue to be elemental to the program’s development and sustain-

ability. Collaboration with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice has facilitated various habitat restoration pro-
jects on TMMK’s nature trail. Other partners include 
Kentucky Environmental Education Council, Blue-
grass PRIDE, Scott County Schools, and Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources. Thanks 
to the support from these groups, TMMK was ac-
credited by the Wildlife Habitat Council in 2008 by 
receiving international inductions into the ‘Wildlife at 
Work’ and ‘Corporate Lands for Learning’ programs.  
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KAEE President’s Report 2008-2009 
Elizabeth Robb Schmitz 

 

 In the past year, KAEE has continued to carry on our mission of building a sustainable envi-
ronment through education. At our Board Retreat last October, we adjusted our Vision Teams in a way 
that helped to eliminate some overlap. Thus, our Vision Teams (who work on long-range planning for 
KAEE) are now the Outreach Vision Team (which now includes Professional Development, Get Away 
Days, and social media) and the Quality Conference Vision Team. This shift has allowed the Finance 
and Long Range Planning Committee to meet during our board meetings, allowing much needed time 
for working towards economic sustainability and growth of the organization. 
 Probably the most exciting announcement that I have to share is this: KAEE is ready to hire 
an Executive Director! This position will start off as part time, but we hope that it will grow into a full 
time position. The Executive Director will help with many administrative functions that are currently 
carried out by board members and contracted personnel. Reducing the work load of the KAEE board 
members will help allow board members to focus on other things, such as utilizing our creativity and 
passion to implement EE programs for our members. 
 This shift would not be possible without the hard work of our board members and volunteers, 
and I would like to thank each of you for the roles that you have played in moving KAEE forward. The 
success of last year’s conference, our most profitable in recent years, also put KAEE in a position to 
hire a staff person. It is my belief that the work of the Conference Vision Team, and our conference 
committee, made our dream of an Executive Director – funded without grants – a possibility. 
 This year, KAEE joined the Center for Non-Profit Excellence, a non-profit that helps organiza-
tions like ours with board development, legal advice, and networking. CNPE offers many valuable re-
sources, and we will be working closely with them over the next year as we hire our new director, offer 
our board members new opportunities for professional development, and so much more! 
 An exciting move this year helped KAEE enter more broadly into the Information Age (i.e. the 
Internet and social media)…KAEE’s new presence on both Facebook and Twitter. This presence has 
helped KAEE expand our social network significantly! The KAEE exhibit booth this year will feature a 
laptop with internet access, so that interested individuals can a) become a friend of KAEE on Face-
book, b) sign up to follow KAEE on Twitter, or c) learn more about these relatively new social media. If 
you have questions about Facebook and Twitter, stop by the booth! 
 Our conference committee this year worked hard to realize the Vision Team’s goals.  Some 
examples include expanded recycling at conference and a mechanism to facilitate carpooling. The 
conference committee also worked hard to expand the connection between the arts and the environ-
ment by bringing two live music acts to conference. Finally, the conference committee won a grant 
from Toyota Motor Manufacturing of Kentucky! This grant helped us to pay for a young musician, Jeri 
Katherine Howell, to purchase our awards, and to offset the cost of local foods at our awards lunch-
eon. We are thrilled about this new partnership and hope it can continue in future years! 
 It is my aspiration that the conference will inspire and rejuvenate you in your career, while 
connecting each of you to this growing network of outstanding professionals. It has been an honor to 
serve as your president.  I look forward to working with you in the year ahead as we continue building 
a sustainable environment through education! 
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charge, but lunch will be on your own at a local 
restaurant. Meet in the lobby of the Conference 
Center—look for signs. 
 
9:15—4:15 
Smith’s Berry Winery Tour  ($25) 
(6 hour field trip, plus time for lunch) 
Sonya Wood Mahler 
 

Kentucky became the home of America’s first com-
mercial vineyard when Jean Jacques Dufour planted 
grapevines in Nicholasville in 1798.  Join us as we 
visit Smith-Berry Winery, taste their wines and listen 
to quotes and poetry of Wendell Berry in their gar-
den. We will then tour Elk Creek Vineyards, have a 
buffet lunch in their art gallery, enjoy cheese, crack-
ers, and wine tasting in their cellar, and learn about 
the history of winemaking in Kentucky. The session 
fee covers tours, tasting of several red and white 
wines and lunch from the Elk Creek Deli. Partici-
pants will carpool. Pre-registration required. $25 
fee. Meet in the lobby of the Conference Center—
look for signs. 
 
9:15—4:15 
Getting to Know the Kentucky:  An Educational, 
Historical Canoe Trip ($10) 
(6 hour field trip, plus time for lunch) 
Jenny Howard, Jerry Raisor, and Steve Spencer 
 

Follow along the currents of the Kentucky River on 
this six hour (lunch included) canoe trip. We’ll learn 
a few principles of safe canoeing, load our boats, and 
set off on our journey to learn about the history and 
health of the KY River, past and present. No prior 
canoeing/river experience necessary. Lifejackets and 
instruction provided. The Kentucky River Basin 
encompasses more than one-sixth of Kentucky’s 
population and includes the cities of Frankfort, Lex-
ington, and Carrollton.  Learn about this central ar-
tery of our state and get outside too! Pre-registration 
required. $10 fee. Meet at the top of the stairs in 
front of the Conference Center. 
 
 
 
 

11:15-12:00 pm  
Environmental Education:  You Don’t Have to 
Do it Alone 
Witni Sztanyo 
 

For many organizations, it’s difficult to find the 
time, money and man-power to execute excellent 
environmental education programs. Come hear how 
SD1 is multiplying their efforts through environ-
mental education partnerships. We’ll discuss steps 
for establishing partnerships and begin developing 
personalized action plans. Conference Center—
Kentucky Room 
 
11:15-12:00 pm 
No Child Left Inside…The Urgency of Nature 
Deficit Disorder 
Robert L. Fraley 
 

This presentation will show the urgency of getting 
our youth outside and the benefits of unstructured 
outdoor PLAY. "Healing the broken bond between 
our young and nature is in everyone's self interest, 
not only because aesthetics or justice demands it, but 
also because our mental, physical and spiritual health 
depends on it." Richard Louv. Conference Center—
Bluegrass Room 
 
11:15-12:00 pm 
Air Quality Detectives: Looking for Lichens               
Elizabeth Robb Schmitz 
 

Get your students in the field as detectives on the 
hunt for clues about the air quality where you live! 
Certain plants, including lichens, are sensitive to air 
pollution. Learn what different kinds of lichens can 
tell us about air quality and conduct a brief field 
study easily conducted in rural and urban settings. 
Appropriate for grades 6-12 in the core content areas 
of math and science. We will go outside; bring ap-
propriate footwear! Rec Center 
 

(Continued on page 26) 
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9:15 – 11:00 am 
Connecting Environmental Issues Across the 
Curriculum 
Teresa Viohl and Charlotte Smith  
 

This session targets K-8 classroom teachers who 
teach content other than science. Activities from 
Project WET and WILD will be used to demonstrate 
how environmental education can be integrated into 
all content areas. Standards from Kentucky's Core 
Content and concepts of Environmental Education 
will be used.  Participants will be actively engaged in 
the session. Conference Center—Kentucky Room 
 
9:15 – 11:00 am 
Lessons From a Sustainable Food Activist:  Ac-
tion Plan for Creating Demand for Local Food 
Aloma Dew 
 

This presentation deals with the importance of lo-
cally grown food on our local economies, health, and 
the effect on climate change. Learn how this concept 
could be incorporated into the classroom. With this 
presentation, you will see two short cartoon DVD's 
about local food (The True Cost of Food) and or-
ganic food (Store Wars), both of which can be used 
in the classroom. We will break into groups and 
work up plans for discussion of these subjects in the 
classroom. Conference Center—Bluegrass Room 
 
9:15-12:00 pm  
Renewable Energy for the Environment 
Doug Keaton 
 

From wind turbines to solar ovens, this activity-
packed session provides teachers with integrated 
curricula for all grade levels and creative ideas for 
teaching about three renewable energy sources: 
wind, solar, and hydropower. Woodland Room 
 
9:15 – 12:00, 1:30 – 4:15  
Leopold Education Project Workshop. Take a 
Book for a Hike! ($45) 
Jennifer Turner and Cecilia Baker 
 

The Leopold Education Project (LEP) is an innova-

tive, interdisciplinary, critical thinking, education 
curriculum based on the classic writing of Aldo Leo-
pold.  Participants will receive the Sand County Al-
manac by Aldo Leopold, an 87 page curriculum 
guide, and LEP task cards. Pre-registration re-
quired. $45 fee. Lodge—River Room 
 
9:15 – 12:00, 1:30 – 4:15  
Facing the Future 
Amanda Patrick 
 

As a nonprofit organization, Facing the Future is 
dedicated to educating and motivating today’s stu-
dents to be responsible stewards of tomorrow’s 
world by developing and delivering standards-based 
hands-on lessons, student textbooks, curriculum 
units, and professional development opportunities 
for educators that promote critical thinking on global 
issues, sustainability and positive solutions. Facing 
the Future curriculum is in use in all 50 U.S. states 
and over 80 countries by teachers and students in 
grades K-12, in undergraduate and graduate classes, 
and across multiple subject areas. To address the 
breadth of issues touched by climate change, Facing 
the Future has developed Climate Change: Connec-
tions and Solutions. Attend this workshop and learn 
more about this new curriculum through hands-on 
activities. Participants will also receive a free copy 
of the curriculum to take with them! Lodge—Burley 
Room 
 
9:15—4:15 
Modern Waste Handling Practices   
(6 hour field trip, plus time for lunch) 
Charles B. Dickerson 
 

Tour two waste handling facilities: Safety-Kleen 
Systems, Inc.- New Castle Recycling Center, a haz-
ardous waste treatment and storage facility that 
blends 1,000,000 gallons of HW fuel/month from 
industrial/ commercial hazardous waste; and Repub-
lic Services, Inc.-Valley View Landfill, a contained 
landfill in which 1,000,000 tons of municipal, indus-
trial, and special wastes are disposed of yearly. Par-
ticipants will carpool. Pre-registration required. No 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Janet Kistler 

  

 The KAEE Board of Directors passed a 
budget totaling $33,319 for 2009.  The budgeted 
money is used primarily to provide services for 
our members, including workshops, the quarterly 
newsletter, the monthly e-mail digest, our web 
site, and the KAEE conference. 
 Our greatest source of income is our annual conference.  We are expanding our fundraising 
efforts by making direct appeals for conference sponsors and general donors. 
 The KAEE Board of Directors recently approved the hiring of a part-time Executive Director.  
Compensation for this position will start at a modest level, with increases contingent on increased 
revenue for KAEE.  The board hopes to fill the position by January 1, 2010. 
 

Nominations and Awards Committee Report 
Melinda Wilder & Debra Spillman 

 

 The Nomination and Awards Committee was very pleased to receive outstanding nomina-
tions for awards this year.  They demonstrate the terrific work being done in environmental education 
throughout Kentucky.  The Committee had excellent entries for all of the awards this year but would 
like to encourage even more entries for next year.  They would like to thank everyone who took the 
time to submit an application. 
 There is an outstanding slate of candidates running for the KAEE Board of Directors. We 
definitely view KAEE as a working board, meaning that members have many duties and responsibili-
ties. It is a credit to all candidates that they are willing to undertake the challenge.  Please remember 
to vote! 

 
Quality Conference Vision Group Report 

Melinda Wilder 
 

Quality Conference Vision Statement: KAEE will consistently provide a quality conference that pro-
vides professional development benefits for educators with diverse experiences and needs. 
 

 A planning guide book is being created to assist future KAEE conference planners. This will 
include templates, timelines, and guidelines to allow us to more seamlessly transition between years. 
 The Conference Visioning Team has been working on organizing future conferences. The 
2010 Conference will be in Cave City on September 17 & 18. The theme will be “Telling our Story”. 
Friday night entertainment will be presentations by accomplished story tellers--Sonya Wood Mahler 
and Rick Sanders. The 2011 conference is slated for September 16 & 17 in Louisville.  We are still 
looking at appropriate venues and are considering the Clifton Conference Center as well as the U of L 
Conference Center. Mamie Parker will be the keynote speaker. The theme will be “EE:  Everyone, 
Everywhere”.  
 We are always looking for help and suggestions to make our conferences more pertinent to 
our members so please feel free to offer your time, energy and ideas! We read the conference evalua-
tions and appreciate praise and constructive criticism. The “Members Matter in the Mission” on Satur-
day morning will be a perfect opportunity to talk with the Conference Visioning Group. 

 Continued on page 18... 

Checking account $31,589.74 

Certificates of deposit $16,000.00 

PayPal account $3,940.24 

TOTAL Assets on 8/31/09  $51,529.98 
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Outreach Vision Group 
Sonya Wood Mahler 

 
Outreach Vision Statement:  Help KAEE provide educational opportunities and expand partnerships 
and networks for formal and nonformal educators, individuals, and organizations. 
 

 During the past year, this team reached out to KAEE members through the newsletter. Each 
issue included a full-page Members Matter bio and photo of a KAEE member who is doing great 
things. The newsletter included a list of ways that our members can get more involved with the asso-
ciation. We established a Facebook fan page and a Twitter feed for KAEE.  
 We helped to coordinate the National Association for Interpretation (NAI) Region 3 Workshop 
held at Lake Barkley State Resort Park in February. KAEE was a sponsor of that workshop. There 
were 150 participants, the most ever. 
 In March, we hosted a meeting for stakeholders helping to educate people around the state 
on the health benefits of getting outside and better connected with nature. It was held at Wolf Creek 
National Fish Hatchery. Participants will network with each other to offer Let’s Go Outside programs 
throughout the year. 
 We built stronger relationships with several organizations including the Environmental Educa-
tion Association of Alabama (EEAA), the Tennessee Environmental Education Association (TEEA), 
Trout Unlimited, Louisville Chapter, Trout Unlimited, Lexington Chapter, Green Earth Outdoors, Ken-
tucky Hunter Education Association and the Kentucky Department of Agriculture, Division of  
Agritourism. 
 The Outreach Vision Team offered members the opportunity to network with each other and 
enjoy the outdoors through Get Away Days. We held a kayak trip on Little River near Cadiz, Kentucky 
in September as part of the GATOR (Get Away To Our Rivers) Days series.  
 The team coordinated the Professional Development series, offering workshops for members 
and nonmembers. These included Project WILD and Project WILD Aquatic trainings and a Creating an 
Outdoor Classroom workshop at Salato Wildlife Education Center and the Campus Community Part-
nerships for Sustainability Conference held at Western Kentucky University. KAEE professional devel-
opment opportunities may be used to satisfy EE certification continuing education requirements. 
 
The following Get Away Days have been confirmed for 2010: 
1) Kayak trip on Lake Malone, part of GATOR Days series, April 17, 2010, 9:00am-2:00pm Central. 
2) Terrific Trout Trek! at Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery on May 15, 2010, 9:30am-4:00pm Central. 
3) Monks, Makers, and Music in Trappist, Kentucky on October 23, 2010, 9:30am-3:30pm Eastern. 
Includes a tour of the abbey, chatting with the resident naturalist, hiking and picnic lunch on the 
grounds, discussion with Bluegrass musician Randy Graham, and tour of Maker’s Mark distillery. 
 
Proposals for the 2010 Professional Development series: 
1) Facing the Future: Engaging Students Through Global Issues, held at Mammoth Cave National 
Park on February 20, 2010, 9:00am-3:00pm Central. 
2) We Can! Regional Training in Frankfort July 14th and 15th, 2010. 
3) Environmental Health and Food Safety Workshop on Pollinators at Bernheim Forest. 
4) Kentucky Naturalist Workshop for K-12 teachers at Salato Wildlife Education Center. 
5) Green Tour of Western Kentucky University. 
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Melinda Hemmelgarn, M.S., R.D., is a registered dietitian, 
“investigative” nutritionist, and award-winning journalist, 
with over 25 years’ experience in clinical, academic, and 
public health nutrition. Melinda will be discussing the con-
nection between food, health, and the environment with a 
focus on the critical thinking skills needed to wade 
through media’s varied messages.   
 

Recognizing media’s powerful influence on food choice, 
Melinda founded and formerly directed the Nutrition Com-
munications Center at the University of MO-Columbia. 
Motivated by escalating childhood obesity rates, she 
turned her attention to children’s “media diets” and blazed 
the trail blending media literacy with nutrition education. A 
W.K.Kellogg Food and Society Policy Fellowship allowed 
her to connect the dots between food, health, agriculture 
and the environment. 
 

Her provocative yet practical “Food Sleuth” newspaper 
columns, magazine articles, conference keynotes, workshops, and public access cable TV 
show help people “think beyond their plates.” Her work has appeared in assorted national 
publications. She is the co-author of a children's book on healthy eating (Munch Crunch 
Bunch—available in the conference bookstore!), and writes the "Straight from the Plate" col-
umn for Organic Valley Family of Farms. She is a member of the Association of Health Care 
Journalists, National Association for Media Literacy Education, and the American Dietetic 
Association (ADA). 
 

In 2007, she received ADA's award for Excellence in Hunger and Environmental Nutrition, 
and in 2009 she joined the Midwest Organic and Sustainable Education Services Board. 
She and her photographer husband have two grown children with whom they have nurtured 
a love and respect for nature. 

MELINDA  HEMMELGARN—SATURDAY  KEYNOTE SPEAKER  

John Shortt , banjo-player extraordinaire, will lead 
us in a fabulous program including dancing…or 
just listening, for those who think they have two 
left feet! John was born in the Appalachian Moun-
tains in Virginia and has been a music educator 
for 33 years. Currently residing in Louisville, John 
is sharing his love of old-time music through 
workshops with teachers and children. He makes 
banjos, dulcimer-banjos and also recycles spoons 
for playing.  

JOHN SHORTT—FRIDAY CONCERT 
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www.eeinkentucky.org 
 

Kentucky’s one-stop  
resource for EE news, an 

events calendar,  
PD offerings,  

grant listings, and  
organization profiles. 
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Next year, the conference will return to the Cave City Convention  
Center in Cave City, Kentucky. Although you’re all great educators,  
we could all use help 'Telling our Story' . Effectively communicating  
the importance of environmental education is essential to our  
supervisors, funding sources, and legislators. Sonya Wood Mahler  
and Rick Sanders will teach and entertain us on Friday evening.  
Saturday’s keynote speaker will be announced soon, so please stay tuned! 
 

Additional information is on its way, so keep an eye on the KAEE web site: 
www.KAEE.org.  

 
The 2011 conference is slated for September 16 & 17 in Louisville.   
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 The Kentucky Association for Environmental Education held their 2008 annual meeting 
during the annual conference at Cumberland Falls State Resort Park in Corbin, Kentucky. The 
conference convened on Friday, September 12 at 7:30 a.m. with concurrent sessions both at the 
Park and off-site locations. Over 45 concurrent sessions were held throughout the two-day confer-
ence. Portia Brown, KAEE President, and Park Manager Lisa Davis welcomed attendees on Fri-
day evening before John Scalici led the group in drumming.  Saturday morning’s keynote speaker 
was park naturalist, Bret Smitley. He gave an interesting history of the park through his library of 
postcards.  
 KAEE President Portia Brown reviewed the accomplishments of the Association over the 
past year by directing attendees to the annual report information in the conference program. She 
also thanked the visioning teams and other volunteers for their hard work throughout the year. 
Portia reviewed the Members Matter in the Mission focus group that was held on Friday and 
asked the group vision leaders to share highlights from those focus groups.  
 Board members whose terms end at this conference were thanked for their service. They 
were Immediate Past President Julie Gee, Secretary Mary Kate Dickerson, and board members 
Debra Spillman, Jenny Howard, Tonya M. Swan, Melinda Wilder and Marc Johnson. Janet Kistler 
received the President's Award from Portia Brown for going above and beyond the call of duty as 
a Board Member.  Newsletter coordinator Kate Shanks and advisor Doug McLaren were recog-
nized for their service. Advisors Jane Eller, Rosetta Fackler, and Cheryl Messenger were also 
recognized for their continued service to the Association.   
 Elections were held for the board of directors. Officers elected were: Elizabeth Robb 
Schmitz, President; Jenny Howard, Vice President; and Janet Kistler, Treasurer. Board members 
elected, who will serve through 2010, were: Amanda Patrick, Sonya Wood Mahler, Christian Ryan
-Downing, Debra Spillman, and Melinda Wilder. President Brown installed the new officers and 
board members.  
 Recipients of the Kentucky Association for Environmental Education Excellence in Envi-
ronmental Education Awards were: Individual Award - Dr. Yvonne Meichtry; Outstanding Program 
Award - Lexington Wastebusters; and Outstanding Organization Award - Southwestern High 
School Conservation Club. 
 The 2010 annual meeting will be held during the annual conference at the Cave City 
Convention Center on Friday and Saturday, September 17 & 18. 
 
Submitted by Mary Kate Dickerson, KAEE Secretary 

MINUTES FROM 2008 ANNUAL  MEETING IN CUMBERLAND  FALLS  SRP 
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Friday, September 18, 2009 

 Conference Center  
Rec Center  Woodland  

Lodge 
Offsite  

Time Kentucky  Bluegrass  Burley  River  

7:30 
  

Registration and Book & More Store open in the lobby of conference center.  Mystery Table and Silent Auction open all 
day in Commonwealth Room of Conference Center. Breakfast on your own. 

8:30 -
9:00 

Plenary Session—Welcome from Elizabeth Robb Schmitz , KAEE President and  
Evelyn Welch, State Historic Site Manager    

 9:15 -
10:00 Connecting 

Environmental 
Issues Across 
the Curriculum  

Lessons From a 
Sustainable 

Food Activist: 
Action Plan for 

Creating 
Demand for 
Local Food     

 

Renewable 
Energy for the 
Environment 

Facing the 
Future 

 

Leopold 
Education 

Project 
Workshop. 

Take a Book 
For a Hike!  

$45 * 

9:15—4:15 
Modern Waste 

Handling 
Practices * 

Meet in lobby of 
conference 

center 
———— 

Smith Berry 
Winery $25 *    

Meet in lobby of 
Conference 

Center. 
————- 

Getting to Know 
the Kentucky:  An 

Educational, 
Historical Canoe 

Trip  
$10 * Meet on 

stairs of 
Conference 

Center 
——————– 

1:30—4:30  
Organic Dairy 

Farm Tour:  Meet 
Happy Cows! 

$10 *  
Meet in lobby of 

Conference 
Center 

 
   

  
10:15 -
11:00 

11:15 -
12:00 

Environmental 
Education: You 
Don't Have to 
Do It Alone 

No Child Left 
Inside…The 
Urgency of 

Nature Deficit 
Disorder 

Air Quality 
Detectives: 
Looking for 

Lichens 

12:00 LUNCH ~ in & around conference center! Ticket  included with registration.  

1:30 -
2:15 

No Community 
Left Inside 

Greening 
Spaces: How to 
Go Green Every 

Day 

Drivers, Start 
Your Engines! 

Louisville 
Environmental 
Youth Summit: 
Releasing the 
Potential of EE 

Partners Facing the 
Future 
(cont’d) 

Leopold 
Education 
Project...
(cont’d) 

2:30 -
3:15 

 

  
3:30 -
4:15 

Job Readiness 
as a New 

Vehicle for 
Environmental 

Education         

Reducing the 
Carbon Footprint 
of WKU Through 
Education and 
Conservation  

Why History is 
Important for 

Environmental 
Literacy Ohio River 

Education Makes 
a Splash and 
You Can Too!  

4:30 -
5:15 

Kentucky and Bluegrass rooms 
closed to prepare for dinner.   

Buying Local 
Food—Kentucky 

Proud 

Introducing -
Mammoth 
Cave:  A 
Way to 
Wonder  

Reduce, 
Reuse, 

Recycle…and 
Learn Before 

You Burn! 

 

5:30 Dinner in conference center. Ticket included w ith registration.  Commonwealth Room open. 

7:00 -
8:30 

John Shortt concert and reception—sponsored by Kent ucky University Partnership for Environmental 
Education. Held in conference center. Ticket includ ed with registration.  

8:30 Movie, discussion, & popcorn with Melinda Hemmelgar n in the Rec Center (in front of Conference Center) . 

6:45 a.m. Birding for Beginners and Experts. Meet on the steps of the Lodge.  

* Programs with an asterisk require pre-registratio n, although some sessions may  
still have openings. Ask at the registration desk.  21 

 
Saturday, September 19, 2009 

 Conference Center  
Rec Center  Woodland  

Lodge 
Outside  

Time Kentucky  Bluegrass  Burley  River  

7:00 
Registration / Books & More Store open in lobby of conference center. Exhibits, Mystery Table, and Silent Auction 
open all day in Commonwealth Room. Full breakfast in Conference Center. Ticket included with registration.      

8:15—
9:00 

Plenary Session in Conference Center: Melinda Hemme lgarn— Watch What You Eat or Eat What You 
Watch:  the Truth Behind Childhood Obesity Melinda will sign books after the plenary session. 

  
9:15—
10:00 

  

KUPEE: 
Partners in 
Promoting 

Environmental 
Literacy and 
Advancing 

Environmental 
Education 

The Mystery 
Beneath Your 

Feet:   
The Soil 

Ecosystem 
Play Activities 

for Hard to 
Reach Kids  

Raising Trout 
in the 

Classroom and 
Releasing 

Them in Wild 
Streams Curriculum for 

a Crowded 
World 

Kentucky 
Quest 

Correction! 
No pre- 

registration 
required  

9:15—10:00 
Members 

Matter in the 
Mission 

on Terrace 
———— 

9:15—12:00  
More Than 
Just a Walk 

in the 
Woods  
Meet in 
lobby of 

conference 
center   

  
10:15 

—11:00 
  
  

A Student's 
Perspective on 
Learning How 

Climate Change 
is Affecting the 

World 

Fly Tying, Fly 
Casting, Fly 

Fishing 

 11:15 -
12:00 

Kentucky and Bluegrass rooms 
closed to prepare for lunch.   

Water  
Conservation 

in a Barrel  

  
12:00—

2:00 
  

Awards Luncheon & Business Meeting in Conference Ce nter - Sponsored by Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Inc  
Young musician, Jeri Katherine Howell                                      Elizabeth Robb Schmitz, KAE E President 
Ticket included with registration.                                                      Voting for KAEE Board of Directors closes at 12:15.  

  
2:15—
3:00 

  
  

Kentucky and Bluegrass rooms 
closed for clean-up. 

Renewable 
Energy  

Technologies 

Four-day 
School Week: 
Financial and 
Environmental 

Impacts / 
Savings 

   Flying Wild- 
  Integration of 

Geography 
with Bird and 
Population 
Education 

Nature 
Journaling for 

a Sense of 
Place      

Incorporat-
ing Leave 
No Trace   
Outdoor 
Ethics in 
Environ-
mental 

Education 
Meet on 

Terrace of 
conference 

center 

  
3:15—
4:00 

Dietary Choice 
Effects on 

Global 
Warming: 

Conscious and 
Conscientious 

Eating 

We Can!  -
Learn  More 

About Helping 
Kiddos to Get 
Healthy and 

Happy I Have it, But 
Can Teachers 

Use it? 

Engaging 
Kids in the 
Outdoors—
Developing 
Community 

Partnerships 
With Your 

School 
  

4:15—
5:00 

  

Populations, 
Predators, and 

Parasites,  
Oh My!  

Greening of 
the Church: 

Creation Care 
in Your 

Congregation  

Teaching  
in the 

Outdoors:  
Combining 

Skills with EE 
Practices 

 

5:00—
5:30 

Plenary Session in Conference Center—Jane Eller: “P olicy and Legislative Update—Federal and State Issu es 
Affecting Environmental Education”  Food and drinks sponsored by Kentucky Environmental Education Council.  
Drawing for a two-night KY Parks gift certificate—sponsored by General Butler Park—Must be present to win!  
5:00 p.m. : Silent Auction, Exhibits, & Mystery Table close. Answers revealed for Mystery Table & Exhibits. 

5:30 Silent Auction items released,  Books & More Store closes, and 2009 KAEE Conference adjourns 

6:45 
a.m. Birding for Beginners and Experts. Meet on the steps of the Lodge.  


